
CO M M U N I T I E S
ONLINE

Parkland County Parks, 
Recreation and Culture Department 

June  2016

Are you ready for a 
Disaster?
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Are you ready for a disaster?
If and when disaster strikes, are you prepared to keep yourself and your 
loved ones safe? Disasters and emergencies can strike at any time, as 
many Duffield and northern Alberta residents have already experienced 
this year with wildfires. If you had to leave your home at a moment’s 
notice, would you know what to grab? Do you have an emergency kit 
prepared in case your water or power is cut off?
Know the risks
It’s important to first know what types of emergencies could arise in your 
community and how to respond. Across Canada, people face a number 
of hazards including blizzards, flooding, tornadoes and wildfires, all of 
which pose a risk here in Alberta.
In addition to natural disasters, there are other types of hazards, such as 
power outages and industrial or transportation accidents.
Disasters often cause confusion and distress, so it is important to take the 
time now to know the hazards and the risks to better prepare yourself 
and your family. 
Keep yourself informed
You can sign up for Alberta Emergency Alerts to receive disaster or 
emergency information directly to your smartphone. The Alberta 
Emergency Alert app is available for Android and iOS.
You can also follow Alberta Emergency Alert on Facebook and Twitter or 
visit the site online at:
http://www.emergencyalert.alberta.ca/
Make a plan
Every household should have an emergency plan in place, and practice 
it regularly. It’s also important to know what your family will do if you’re 
not together when disaster strikes. The province suggests planning how 
you’re going to contact each other and where you’re going to meet in 
the event of an emergency.
If you have pets, this plan should include them as well.                     
Continued Page 2.

Block Party

Hosting  a neighbourhood BLOCK PARTY is a fun 
and easy way to get to know your neighbours!  As 

friendships grow so do safe and caring communities!

 BLOCK PARTY GUIDE, KIT, INFORMATION FUNDING 
AND FUN-BAG

Available On line  
www.parklandcounty.com/recreation/Block_Party

Phone
780 - 968 - 8400

In person: 
Parkland County Centre 



Fun Bag Available 
for Sign out

Have something to buy, sell 
or trade? Looking to share 
or connect with another 
community association or 
playschool? Let us know and 
we can help you advertise 
and get in touch with other 
organizations in Parkland 
County.

Do you have an event you 
would like other halls to 
know about. Send them to 
cbjarnason@parklandcounty.
com and we can include them 
in this newsletter.

The Fun Bag is a hockey bag 
filled with items for your use at 
community events/programs.  
Included in the bag are the 
following:  12 burlap sacks / 
potato sacks, 1 set of 6 wooden 
spoons & eggs, 1 set of 6 pizza 
toss, 1 parachute, 1 bucket 
o’chalk, 24 small pylons – stack 
cones, 12 cone hurdle bar, 12 
beaded jump rope, 2 para-
sheets 4 x 4 feet and a variety 
of balls. We also hace some 
games including bocce,  bola 
ball, giant snakes & ladders 
and get knotted and a 10 x10 
tent. Feel free to book as much 
or as little as you need for your 
event.

This is a free service to you from 
your Parks, Recreation & Culture 
Department, please treat it with 
care.  If you are interested in 
booking the bag please email 
jobrien@parklandcounty.com 
or call (780) 968-8400.

Promoting your 
Events

Buy, Sell or Trade

Put together a 72-hour ready-to-stay emergency kit
The government recommends being prepared to be on your own for a minimum of 72 hours. A 
basic emergency kit should include the following items:
• Water – at least two litres of drinking water per person per day; include small bottles that can 
be carried easily in case of an evacuation order 
• Food that won’t spoil, such as canned food, energy bars and dried foods (replace food and 
water once a year) 
• Manual can opener 
• Crank or battery-powered flashlight (and extra batteries) 
• Crank or battery-powered radio (and extra batteries) 
• First aid kit 
• Extra keys to your car and house 
• Some cash in smaller bills, such as $10 bills and change for 
payphones 
• A copy of your emergency plan and contact information 
• If applicable, other items such as prescription medication, 
infant formula, equipment for people with disabilities, or 
food, water and medication for your pets or service animal 
(personalize according to your needs) 

Put together a ready-to-go kit
In the event of an emergency, there’s also a chance you’ll have to pick up and leave your home. 
In that situation, it’s recommended you have a separate kit packed. It’s important everyone in the 
house knows where the kit is stored so it’s easy to grab and go.
A ready-to-go kit should include:
• Personal identification card 
• Copies of your important documents in a waterproof and portable container (birth certificate, 
photo identification and insurance information). 
• Copies of credit and debit cards
• Extra keys to your car and house 
• Phone, phone charger and card with emergency contact information and the number of 
someone to call who lives out of town 
• Prescription medication, infant formula, equipment for people with disabilities, or food, water 
and medication for your pets or service animal
• Change of clothes 
• Pet food and supplies for at least three days 
• Small first aid kit 
• Personal hygiene items, soap and hand sanitizer 
• Cash in smaller bills
• A copy of your emergency plan and contact information 
• Flashlight and extra batteries 
• Radio with batteries 
• Bottled water and non-perishable food like granola bars. 

For more information on emergency preparedness, visit the government of Alberta’s website.

www.aema.alberta.ca/documents/Personal_and_Family_Preparedness.pdf



PARKLAND COUNTY GRANTS

Minor Sustainability Grant, 
Program Grant & Signage Grant

Upcoming deadlines:  June 15th, September 15th  
(retroactive up to 6 months)

Major Sustainability Grant
Next deadline is June 15th 

Please contact your CDC well in advance if you 
intended to apply for this grant.

Grant applications are available online

If you have any questions about the grants, please 
contact your CDC.

G R A N T S

 

 

 

 

1. A mutually beneficial opportunity for both non-profit/voluntary sector 
organizations and students. 

2. Non-profit organizations gain valuable human capacity, and post-secondary 
students add to their résumés, skills, and networks while also receiving a $1000 
bursary paid by the Provincial Government.  

3. SCiP interns have done everything from event planning, to program 
development and evaluation, to Bylaw and policy writing & social media 
campaigns – the possibilities are endless! 

                                             http://joinscip.ca/ 

1. A mutually beneficial opportunity for both non-profit/voluntary 
sector organizations and students.

2. Non-profit organizations gain valuable human capacity, and post-
secondary students add to their résumés, skills, and networks while 
also receiving a $1000 bursary paid by the Provincial Government. 

3. SCiP interns have done everything from event planning, to program 
development and evaluation, to Bylaw and policy writing & social 
media campaigns – the possibilities are endless!

http://joinscip.ca/
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Benefits of 
Volunteering

PROVIDES EXPERIENCE
Volunteer experience shows employers that you 
can manage your time, complete your tasks, get 
along with others and make a commitment. Your 
volunteer record can show an employer that you 
have the attitudes and skills they are looking for 

in a potential employee

DEVELOP SKILLS
Volunteering gives you a chance to build on skills 

you already have and learn new ones.

EXPANDS YOUR NETWORK
Your network is all the people you know and all 
the people they know. Volunteering gives you 
the chance to meet new people and expand 

your network. You never know who might help 
you and how.

BUILDS CONFIDENCE
Volunteering can help you feel active, useful and 
productive - especially important if you’ve been 

unemployed for a while or are discouraged in 
your search for a new job or career direction.

HELPS GET TO KNOW YOURSELF
 Volunteer experience can be a good way to 

learn more about yourself and your potential to 
grow and develop. It also gives you a chance to 
find out how other people view you and your 

strengths.

Revising Bylaws Workshop - February 9th 

Learnings from the Spring Community Development Workshop 

• Bylaws are the fundamental rules and regulations of any Society. When 
reviewing Bylaws make sure to include the mandatory articles outlined in the 
Alberta Societies Act. Also include additional information your Organization 
see’s necessary for effective governance. Anything that is not required by the 
Act or for your governance can be written under your Organizations policies 
instead. 

• Changes to Objectives and Bylaws must be approved by the Membership by 
special resolution. Changes to policies can be done by a motion at a Board 
meeting. 

• It is a good idea to look up your Organizations Bylaws and Objectives at 
the registries office. This way you can make sure what you’re working with 
matches what’s legally on file. 

• Ask questions if you’re not sure what to include or exclude.  Parkland County 
Community Development Coordinators are happy to provide assistance and 
resources to help you with the revision of your Organizations Bylaws. The 
links below are a great place to start.

Levels of Governance Rules 
For future information check out these links: 

 

•Why organization was formed
•Foundational goals and objectives Objects

•Describe how the organization will be governedBylaws

• Describe what the organization will do
• Outlines a consistent course of action to guide decisionsPolicies

•Identify how policies will be implementedProcedures

•Describe purpose and structure of a project or committee Terms of Reference

http://www.servicealberta.ca/716.cfm

http://www.culture.alberta.ca/community/programs-and-services/board-
development/resources/workbooks/pdfs/Drafting_Revising09.pdf

http://servicealberta.ca/pdf/Forms/Special_Resolution_Examples_(9).pdf

More information on upcoming Community Development Workshops can be found 
at www.sprucegrove.org/workshops



Volunteer 
Recognition

Are you looking to recognize 
some volunteers in your 
association? PAVAC offers 
an opportunity to recognize 
volunteers in your organization 
with a small gift. Send your 
nomination to volunteer.
centre@stonyplain.com with 
the subject: PAVAC Volunteer 
Recognition

Looking for volunteers to 
fill a specific role? Submit a 
job description and we can 
advertise it on govolunteer.

Volunteer 
Recruitment

Strengthening Volunteer Boards Workshop – 
Learnings from the Spring Community Development Workshop

• As a Board member you have ethical and legal responsibilities to be aware of. Boards incorporated under 
the Societies Act hold a “public trust” and are accountable to the community for the organizations success 
in carrying out the objects and bylaws of the Society. 

• Although individual opinions are brought to Board meetings, once a decision is made it is important to 
remember the entire Board must act as a unit.  Having a good written code of conduct signed by your 
Board members will help maintain your ethical responsibilities. 

• Policy development is important and can help with the overall guidance and functioning of the day 
to day tasks. While they take time to develop, having policies in place can save time down the road by 
taking away all of the guess work in tough situations and providing direction on day to day activities.

• Clearly defined roles and responsibilities for each position on your Board will help avoid confusion, 
resentment, burnout and inefficiency. Board members often wear more than one hat in the Organization 
and promoting role clarity will help each Board member know what is expected of them. You can do this 
by having up to date job descriptions.

For more information on Strengthening Volunteer Boards please contact your Community Development 
Coordinator or book a workshop for your group through the Board Development Program.
http://culture.alberta.ca/community/programs-and-services/board-development/default.aspx

We have created a closed 
group on Facebook for board 
members to talk and share 
information. The group is open 
to all current community hall 
board members so find us and 
join!

     Parkland County Community 
Leagues

Find us on

Facebook

Parkland Prairie Run
1 Mile, 5 Mile, 10 Mile

June 25th 
Chickakoo Lake, Parkland County
Register Online Today for Individual or Family Fun! 
http://bit.ly/prairierun or Visit Us on Facebook for Race Updates and Details 

In Support of 
mental health 

awareness

Register Online Today for Individual or Family Fun! 
http://bit.ly/prairierun or Visit Us on Facebook for Race Updates and Details 

Saturday, June 25th, Chickakoo Lake, Parkland County
 1 Mile Parkland Prairie Run/Walk $20 10:00 a.m.
 5 Mile Parkland Prairie Run/Walk $40 9:30 a.m.
 10 Mile Parkland Prairie Run/Walk $60 9:00 a.m. 
Tickets include 1 meal provided by Perks Coffee House

Optional Event T-shirts
Unisex Parkland Prairie Run T-shirts are available for  
purchase when you register (sizes xs - xlarge): Only $25

Contact Information
For more information please contact Felicia Ochs
Email: fmochs@psd70.ab.ca  Phone: 780-690-2835

Parkland Prairie Run
1 Mile, 5 Mile, 10 Mile

In Support of 
mental health 

awareness





TechSoup Canada is a program of 
the Centre for Social Innovation, 
a nonprofit coworking space, 
community and launchpad for 
people who are changing the 
world.  Being a nonprofit ourselves, 
we understand all too well the 
challenges facing the Canadian 
nonprofit sector and we want to 
help. We can connect you to donated 
and discounted technologies 
through our technology donations 
program and provide valuable 
learning resources to equip 
you and your colleagues with 
technology tips and best practices.

http://www.techsoupcanada.ca/

Kraft Heinz Project Play is helping to build a better future by 
building better places to play in communities all across Canada. The 
grand prize winner will receive $250,000 for their recreational facility 
upgrade and the three secondary prize winners will each receive 

$20,000 towards their recreational facility upgrade.
Give your community a chance to win $250,000 to build a better place 
to play. Just complete and submit the form and you’re on your way!

For more information on Project Play and to see what other communities 
are doing visit the website at: http://kraftheinzprojectplay.com/en/

Food Safety Course
July 20-21 Bright Bank Hall
Secondary Highway 627 and Range Road 21

This course meets the requirements of the Food Regulations, Section 31 for 
public food service, and those who achieve 70% or more will receive a certifi-

cate issued by the Minister of Health. Age requirement- 15 years and older.

Contact Laura for a registration formPhone 780 963 8339 Email brightbank21@gmail.com



Communities On Line- Share Your Story
Communities on Line is a bi-monthly newsletter sent out by Parkland County Parks, Recreation and 
Culture to Community Associations Board of Directors in Parkland County. The newsletter includes 
information on grants, board training opportunities, upcoming events, resources, and information 
pertinent to Community Associations. We invite you to share your story with other Community 
Associations. Stories can be submitted to PRC@parklandcounty.com - please limit your stories to one 
to two paragraphs. We look forward to hearing about your successes!

Cindy Davies 
cdavies@

parklandcounty.com      
780-968-3233

Blueberry
Carvel

Hansen’s Corner
Moon Lake
Keephills

Hycrest Place
Bright Bank

Parkland Big Lake
Rosenthal
Tomahawk
Muir Lake 

 Parkland Village
Sand Hills

Carilyn Bjarnason                                 
cbjarnason@

parklandcounty.com          
780-968-3236             

Clymont
Duffield

Entwistle
Fallis

Graminia 
Holborn 

Magnolia 
Manley 

Westland Park 
Woodbend

Garden Valley Golden 
Spike

Jackpine
Smithfield

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR CDC 
Remember to add us to your distribution lists and to 
forward your meeting minutes to us monthly.


