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MESSAGE FROM COUNCIL – WHAT’S AHEAD FOR 2018
not look forward to 2018
with a renewed sense
of optimism. The fact is,
this community wouldn’t
be what it is today
without the support and
dedication of the over
30,000 people who call
Parkland County home.

As we move forward in 2018 Council is committed
to improved communication with residents and the
business community of Parkland County. Whether
the topic be the impact of the accelerated phase
out of coal-fired energy and what this will mean to
residents; updates on projects and services the County
is embarking on, or simply to discuss matters that are
important to you, Council is committed to engaging
in two-way conversations to ensure you get the right
information straight from the source. We will be touring
the County in the upcoming weeks and months, setting
up open meetings in your local area to ensure you have
the opportunity to be heard. Keep an eye on the Parkland
County website, social media accounts and the local
newspaper for a schedule of events.
Reflecting on 2017, the County had great year of
economic growth, even as we dealt with the uncertainty
of the accelerated phase out of coal-fired energy. Despite
being on the receiving end of a significant amount of
bad news, when you consider the strides our business
community and citizens have made, it’s impossible to

AFTER HOURS INQUIRIES
If it is after hours and an issue requires immediate
attention, please call our after hours line. This line is
monitored 24/7 and the issue will be followed up on
as soon as possible.

780-968-8400

This community needs
to share its stories with
each other and the region
to show just how strong
we are. I encourage local
residents and businesses
to use the hashtag #KeepParklandGrowing and share
your personal
stories of how you helped build the community in the
last year. We look forward to reading your stories and
celebrating the success of this community with you.

The fact is, this community wouldn’t
be what it is today without the
support and dedication of the over
30,000 people who call Parkland
County home. This community needs
to share its stories with each other
and the region to show just how
strong we are.

growth will occur. The MDP touches on development
in residential, industrial, rural areas and hamlets. It also
identifies environmental areas for protection and future
agricultural opportunities and transportation requirements
for the County.
With an updated MDP, Parkland County can come
together with other communities and engage in
constructive dialogue on where the future lies for the
region. One such opportunity is Parkland County’s
participation in the Edmonton Metropolitan Region
Board (EMRB). The EMRB is a group comprised of 13
member municipalities which include four towns,
four cities, four counties and the City of Edmonton.
We know the opportunities for this region are endless.
It is poised to double in population by 2044 and it is in all
of our best interests to plan collectively and speak to the
international community with one voice. We understand
the role agriculture will play in the next 10 to 15 years.
It is our commitment to our residents and the business
community in Parkland County to ensure their needs and
interests are well represented with the EMRB and beyond.

Over the course of the past three years Parkland County
has worked diligently to prepare a new Municipal
Development Plan (MDP). This plan establishes a vision
for Parkland County for the next 30 years. It sets the future
growth direction for the County by identifying where

WHAT’S THE 211 IN PARKLAND COUNTY?
2-1-1 is here to help our residents find the right
community and social services. By dialing 2-1-1, you
can speak to an Information & Referral Specialist to find
information about programs or services related to basic
needs (food, shelter and clothing), health care, parenting
and child care, employment and job skills, seniors’ services,
recreation and social programs, volunteer opportunities,
emergency and crisis lines, transportation, special needs
resources and so much more.

53109A HWY 779, PARKLAND COUNTY, AB CANADA T7Z 1R1 T. 780.968.8888 F. 780.968.8413 TF: 1.888.880.0858

For more information about the 2-1-1 program in Alberta
or to see a list of where this service is offered, check out
www.ab. 211.ca.
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SEPTIC SYSTEMS AND YOUR LAKESHORE
Many lakeshore communities are located away from
infrastructure and have private sewage systems. These
systems can damage water quality if not properly
designed, constructed and maintained.
Regular care and maintenance of your system provides
benefits such as:
•

Save valuable dollars in septic repairs and/or
replacement;

•

Prevent contamination of drinking water;

•

Avoid potential health risks that are related to failing
septic systems; and,

•

Protect water quality for activities such as swimming
and boating.

Nearly half of septic system failures are due to poor
maintenance. Here are some guidelines for maintenance:

1

2

Reduce water. This prevents septic fields from
becoming saturated and your holding tanks from
filling prematurely.
Pump out your septic tank. Do this every one to
three years to remove sludge if you have a field.

3

Avoid septic additives. Additives are unnecessary,
expensive and shorten the life of your septic field.

4

Feed your septic system a healthy diet. Use basket
strainers in all drains to catch hair or food scraps.
Don't flush facial tissue, paper towels, coffee grounds,
tea leaves or sanitary napkins. Don't use a garburator
nor disinfectants that may kill the bacteria in your
septic tank.

5

Protect your treatment field. Do not drive or park
any type of vehicle on your treatment field. Keep
large animals off the area as well.

For information on the Alberta Private Sewage Systems Standards visit www.parklandcounty.com/water.

CONGRATULATIONS
CLASS OF 2017!
On behalf of Parkland County, we would like to
congratulate our Fire Services Recruit Class of 2017
on what has been a demanding, complex, and
rigorous one year training program.
This past year of training provides each recruit with the foundation required to
begin their respective journeys from recruit to the rank of firefighter, and for some,
on to future operational and administrative leadership roles. We are very proud of
our graduating recruits who exemplify Fire Services mission statement - they are
innovative, effective, and ethical. They show excellence in their thinking, actions,
and behaviour, and they live the commitment to work safely in all situations.

Often systems do not meet the needs of the existing
infrastructure on a property. Consider the following:
•

If your household is growing, your system needs
to grow.

•

Outhouses without containment and septic fields
should rarely, if ever be located next to bodies
of water.

•

Septic tank, sewage holding tanks and privies
equipped with a water tight holding tank should not
be located within 33 feet from any water, 33 feet from a
water source or water well, 3 feet from a property line,
as measured from the tank wall and 6 feet from a
property line from the tank vent termination.

•

Septic treatment fields cannot be located within
50 feet of a water source or water well; or 300 feet
from a water course.

•

In subdivisions that border a lakeshore septic field
are not allowed.

OUR COMMUNITIES, OUR PEOPLE
We need YOUR input. Parkland County is working on a Social Development Plan
that will provide the County with long-term direction as it pertains to social and
wellness based programs and services.
Your contribution to recommendations on social policies, direction, strategies
and an action framework will help shape the future of Parkland County and
ensure our region’s prosperous future.

For more information visit www.parklandcounty.com/sdp
Please watch for opportunities to have your say between the middle of
February through March 2017.
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WHISTLE CESSATION UPDATE
For the past year, Parkland County Council and administration have worked to come to
an agreement with Canadian National (CN) Railway to obtain whistle cessation at
11 grade crossings in the eastern half of the County.
We continue to work with CN and Transport Canada to come to a resolution. As we move
through this process all are committed to keeping our residents informed. Both Parkland
County Council and administration are committed to reaching a conclusion on this matter
and will continue to use every available avenue to reach a conclusion.

Should you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact Parkland County
at communications@parklandcounty.com.

WINTER DRIVING
Safe winter driving practices reduce the likelihood of collisions though occasionally
mishaps occur. Black ice and white out conditions are realities of winter driving. During
such conditions, wait times for tow trucks maybe longer than what you are used to. We
want our ty residents are prepared for the worst.
When driving in the winter always have a first aid kit and emergency kit in your vehicle.
These kits can be prepared at home with items that you may already have.
Here is an example:

Store items in a water proof container and check items once every month or two to ensure
quality and freshness of water and food items.
Suggestions for items include:
•

Tie down straps or rope

•

Booster cables

•

Flashlight with extra batteries, candles and water proof matches,
and an empty can for wind protection with the candles

•

Warm blanket(s)

•

Bottled water and packaged snacks
such as granola bars

•

Extra clothing (hat, gloves, pants)

•

High visibility vests

For more information contact
Enforcement Services at
780-968-8400.

ALBERTA RECYCLING AWARD
Parkland County is proud to share that they were the recipient of the 2017 Collection
Site of Excellence from the Alberta Recycling Management Authority.
The County was recognized for showcasing excellence in providing electronics, paint
and tire collection sites at the transfer stations for residents and businesses alike.
Congratulations to the team on a job well done!
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2017

KEEP PARKLAND GROWING
Thank you, Parkland County!

SNOW REMOVAL AND
ROAD MAINTENANCE
ROAD MAINTENANCE SERVICES
Parkland County is responsible for the maintenance and care
of all Range Roads and Township Roads, as well as subdivision
roads. Currently there are 1,250 kilometres of gravel roadways
and 880 kilometres of surfaced roadways within the County.
Keeping our roads well maintained, safe and accessible is a
year-round priority.

Despite the uncertainty around the impacts of coal shutdowns,
it was still a great year for Parkland County.

Small businesses opened all over Parkland County,
from coffee shops to transportation businesses.

400,000
Champion Petfoods broke ground on a
new 400,000 sq. ft. facility.

Entwistle

Pinnacle Renewable Energy began constructing
its first-ever Alberta facility in Parkland County.

UPDATE ON CURRENT ROAD MAINTENANCE
ACTIVITIES
Our Road Maintenance crews are busy at work on the road
gravelling program. The team is working hard and anticipate
to be completed by the end of March.
Crews continue with winter maintenance activities, plowing and
sanding when and where needed. The brush/tree removal crews
are out maintaining the road allowances and intersections where
areas of brush and trees require attention.

Should you have any questions or concerns contact Parkland County
at communications@parklandcounty.com
SNOW REMOVAL
Parkland County is responsible for 1,250 km of graveled local roads
and 800 km of asphalt surface roads. While the aim is to have the
main road system plowed within three days after a snow fall stops;
the type, depth and intensity of the snowfall may alter this goal.
Snow removal is done on a priority basis. The priority list is as
follows:

1

arterial roadways (highly used roads)

2

collector roads (roadways connecting arterial and
subdivision roads)

3

local and subdivision roads

4

parking lots (churches and community halls)

IT’S
IN
THE
DETAILS

Edmonton Global
We signed onto Edmonton Global
to explore a unified approach to
our regional global competitiveness.

Devonian Trail
We completed the construction
on the Devonian Trail.

Transit
The Acheson Transit Shuttle was
launched to serve Acheson businesses

In 2017, our economy found
new opportunities. Our community
also saw great additions to grow,
get involved, and continue
to flourish.

Low Taxes
Municipal taxes remained low
and competitive.

Please ensure snow removal equipment is given the room it
needs in order to make sure work can be done in a timely fashion.
Residences and businesses alike within Parkland County can help
expedite the snow removal process by following a few simple
rules:

1
2

3

Share your story.

Do not park vehicles on public roadways or within
cul-de-sacs. Keep vehicles on your private property.
Do not push snow off private properties onto or across the
road. This is a dangerous practice for both the person doing
the pushing and the motoring public.
Do not place anything within the road right of way which
could interfere with snow removal. This includes, but is
not limited to, items such as ornamental rocks, bricks,
retaining walls, flower boxes, etc.

When you remove snow from your driveways and approaches,
please pile the snow on the right side as you leave your property.
This allows the County to clear it during the process of cleaning
the snow off the roadways and minimize the likelihood of leaving
a ridge of snow or snow piled across your driveway entrance.

For more information on Parkland County’s snow removal policy
visit www.parklandcounty.com/snowremoval.

#KEEPPARKLANDGROWING

Parkland County cannot be the great place that it is without the 30,000 people that work hard
to create our community and build our economy. Your Mayor, Council and Administration
thank you for everything that you do to make Parkland County a great place to live and work.

www.parklandcounty.com/keepparklandgrowing#KEEPPARKLANDGROWING
PA R K L A N D C O U N T Y

Parkland County kids, watch
for summer camp programs
coming to your area.
Information will be available on our website
www.parklandcounty.com/summercamps
beginning April 3, 2018.

