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MESSAGE FROM COUNCIL

2-1-1 IS HERE TO HELP
Parkland County is proud to be
steeped with a rich agricultural
history and grateful for the strong
entrepreneurial spirit of our residents.
We are equally proud of being a coal
community and have been fortunate
to reap the economic and financial
benefits that came from coal-fired
electricity generation operations.
As the municipality most impacted by the
federal and provincial policy decisions to
phase out coal-fired power generation,
as a result, for the last two years, Council
has been forced to direct Administration
to make significant budget cuts across all
departments to ensure the tax impact on
our residents is as low as possible. Further,
Council and Administration continue to
work diligently to lobby the provincial
government to provide adequate support
during this transition.
With the lack of provincial support,
Administration presented a budget to
Council at the beginning of November
that will allow for sustained service

delivery and investments into projects
and initiatives that will support the needs
of our residents. The budget includes
a proposed 3.8% tax impact for both
residential and non-residential. The
interim budget will be brought back to
Council on December 11, 2018 for final
approval.
Next year, Administration will be
undertaking the task of implementing
priority-based budgeting. This initiative
will see greater engagement with our
residents when developing our budget,
allowing us to allocate resources
with a focus on strategic priorities,
service priorities and operational and
infrastructure priorities.
Be sure to periodically check out the
‘Have Your Say’ page on Parkland County’s
website to stay up-to-date with key
projects we’ll need your input on.

View the budget presentations or tune into
the Council Meeting on Dec. 11, 2018 by visiting
www.parklandcounty.com/meetings.

You may already know that dialing
2-1-1 can help you find information
about community programs and
resources in Parkland County, but did
you know that one easy, free call can
help if you are:
•

having difficulty finding money for
food, rent, and other costs;

•

thinking about upgrading your
schooling, but aren’t sure where to
start;

•

looking for a job;

•

searching for affordable childcare or
home care supports;

•

looking for mental health support;

•

new to the country and need
support connecting to resources;

•

seeking volunteer opportunities;

•

and much more.

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

Don’t feel stuck this holiday
season. Call 2-1-1 today to get
connected with the resources you
need to get ahead.
For more information about the 211
program in Alberta, or to see a full list of
services 211 can help connect you with, visit
www.ab.211.ca.

EXPLORE THE COUNTY THROUGH DATA
Did you know that every municipal
function can be tied to a specific
data point?

Parkland County Council wishes
everyone a safe and joyous
holiday season.

211 is confidential, multilingual,
and available 24 hours a day across
many parts of Alberta including
Parkland County. You can also email
info@211edmonton.com or access a live
representative using the online chat at
www.ab.211.ca (12 – 8 p.m. daily) if you
have Internet access.

Whether it’s where the current
road construction is happening
or the plots within our Countyowned cemeteries, you can explore
these interactive web-based map
applications from your own home!

Visit ww.parklandcounty.com/
opendata to explore our first four
applications.
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» Reduce Skyglow

LED STREETLIGHT

CONVERSION PROGRAM
HPS

(traditional)

GOAL:

80,000
= 32,000,000 kWh

» Reduce
Light Trespass

vs. LED
» Reduce Glare

SAVED ANNUALLY

SAVE ENERGY=SAVE $$$
50% energy reduction

» Reduce Effects
on Wildlife

REDUCE GREENHOUSE GASES
Carbon Footprint = 950,000

Planted

Protect the Night Sky

DID YOU KNOW?
The new LED streetlights installed earlier this year help reduce energy consumption by 50% compared to traditional
HPS lights, significantly reducing light pollution to provide a better “Dark Sky” friendly environment in the County —
reducing negative effects on wildlife and protecting the night sky.

SNOW REMOVAL AND
ROAD MAINTENANCE

Learn more about Dark Sky policies by visiting the International Dark Sky Association's website at www.darksky.org.

Parkland County is responsible for the maintenance
and care of all Range Roads and Township Roads, as
well as subdivision roads. Currently there are 1,250
kilometres of gravel roadways and 880 kilometres of
surfaced roadways within the County. Keeping our
roads well maintained, safe and accessible is a
year-round priority.

SNOW REMOVAL
Parkland County is responsible for 1,250 km of graveled
local roads and 800 km of asphalt surface roads. While the
aim is to have the main road system plowed within three
days after a snow fall stops; the type, depth and intensity of
the snowfall may alter this goal.
Snow removal is done on a priority basis. The priority list
is as follows:

1000 ACRES OF ALUS
Thank you to all of our farmers and ranchers who
participate in the ALUS Parkland program. Together,
we’ve reached a huge milestone of over 1,000 acres
enrolled in the program. In fact, we're closer to a total
of 2,100 acres enrolled!
This would not have been possible without our
agricultural community coming together and realizing
the benefits of implementing programs that help protect
and enhance our ecosystems. Some of the projects
implemented include a pasture pipeline, which ensures
cows have clean drinking water and the creation of a
wetland to enhance biodiversity and flood and drought
mitigation.

The Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS) program
invests in local farmers and ranchers who steward our
working landscapes to provide ecosystem services such
as clean air, clean water, and more biodiversity to our
communities. Parkland County’s ALUS program has been
working with local producers to put in local projects one
acre at a time since 2012. Being one of the first ALUS
communities in Alberta to reach over 1000 acres in our
program is a big accomplishment for our County!

If you are a farmer or rancher and are interested in seeing
how ALUS can help you, please visit www.parklandcounty.
com/ALUS or give our ALUS Coordinator a call at 780-9688888 ext. 8286.

NOTICE ANY STREETLIGHTS OUT IN THE COUNTY?

1

arterial roadways (highly used roads)

2

collector roads (roadways connecting arterial and
subdivision roads)

3

local and subdivision roads

4

parking lots (churches and community halls)

Please ensure snow removal equipment is given the
room it needs in order to make sure work can be done in
a timely fashion. Residences and businesses alike within
Parkland County can help expedite the snow removal
process by following a few simple rules:

1 Do not park vehicles on public roadways or within

cul-de-sacs. Keep vehicles on your private property.

2 Do not push snow off private properties onto or

across the road. This is a dangerous practice for both
the person doing the pushing and the motoring public.

3 Do not place anything within the road right of way

which could interfere with snow removal. This
includes, but is not limited to, items such as ornamental
rocks, bricks, retaining walls, flower boxes, etc.

When you remove snow from your driveways and
approaches, please pile the snow on the right side as you
leave your property. This allows the County to clear it
during the process of cleaning the snow off the roadways
and minimize the likelihood of leaving a ridge of snow or
snow piled across your driveway entrance.
Fortis Alberta operates and maintains over 500 streetlights
throughout Parkland County.

If you run into any issues with a streetlight in your
neighbourhood, call 310-WIRE (9473) or report it using the
interactive map on www.service.fortisalberta.com/streetlights

For more information on Parkland County’s snow removal
policy visit www.parklandcounty.com/snowremoval.
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GREEN ACREAGES
The colder weather may be here, but it’s never too
early to start planning for Spring! If you live on an
acreage and are looking for some projects to take
on around the house, why not look into some of
the projects that qualify under our Green Acreages
program? The Green Acreages program aims to
provide support to help fund projects that contribute
to public environmental benefits.
Whether its building a nesting box to help support our
bird population by creating a specialized habitat for
them, or restoring your pond or slough on your property
to protect aquatic resources and benefit the wildlife

habitat, there are lots of projects for you to choose from.
Make sure you take into consideration native plant
species! These are species that are from our region and
most projects require you to use native plants.

RED RIBBON CAMPAIGN

The winter season is a great time of year to cozy up by
the fire and start planning your project so you’re ready to
hit the ground running come springtime.

This year, Parkland County was pleased to be a part of
the annual MADD Red Ribbon campaign launch.

Learn more about the Green Acreages program and
download your project plan template at www.
parklandcounty.com/greenacreages.

Looking for a community event in Parkland County?
Check out our online events calendar.
calendar.parklandcounty.com

The Red Ribbon campaign sees volunteers across the
country distributing red ribbons in communities to
remind people of the risks and consequences of driving
impaired by alcohol, by cannabis or any other substance
that impairs one’s ability to drive.
The campaign runs from the beginning
of November through to January 7.

To learn more about the Red Ribbon
campaign or MADD, visit www.madd.ca.

Learn more about

CANNABIS USE
in Parkland County

Now that cannabis consumption is legal throughout the country, it’s important to
be informed of what this means for you.

WINTER DRIVING

In Parkland County, cannabis consumption is not permitted in public places,
www.parklandcounty.com/cannabis

As winter sets in across the province, Parkland County Enforcement Services wants to
offer up five quick tips to stay safe on the roads through the season:

whether it’s smoked, vaped or consumed in other ways. Parkland County does not
regulate the use of cannabis on private property.
The Cannabis Act outlines other important information:
•

To buy, possess or use cannabis, you must be of legal age (18 in Alberta).

•

Consuming or having cannabis within reach inside a vehicle is not allowed.

•

30 grams of cannabis is the most you can buy or carry at a time.

•

Only four plants can be grown in a single household.

•

1 Ready your vehicles for winter – examine your spare tire, battery, belts, hoses,
antifreeze, tires, brakes, heater, defroster, fluid levels, and windshield wipers

2

Carry an emergency road kit in your vehicle including warm blankets, water, snacks,
booster cables, extra clothing, and flashlights

3

Clear all snow and ice completely from your vehicle before driving – including
windows, side view mirrors, head/taillights, and license plates

Cannabis can only be purchased from licensed stores or albertacannabis.org.

4

Slow down when conditions and visibility are not ideal – the posted speed limit is
intended for ideal road conditions

If you have any questions about cannabis consumption in Parkland County, please contact
Enforcement Services by phone at 780-968-8400 or by email at enforcementservices@
parklandcounty.com. You can also visit www.parklandcounty.com/cannabis.

5 On wet or icy surfaces, keep at least three times the normal following distance to
allow extra space for you to come to a complete stop

For more information contact Enforcement Services at 780-968-8400.

WORKING TO REDUCE RURAL CRIME
Rural crime is highlighted on the new Parkland County
RCMP Crime Map. Showing nearby intersections or regions
where crime occurs, this map highlights six specific types
of crimes, including mischief, break and enters, theft from
a motor vehicle, theft under $500, theft of a motor vehicle,
and missing persons.

By knowing where crimes are occurring, we can
work together to reduce rural crime.
If you witness any suspicious activity, please
report it to your local RCMP detachment.

View the crime map at
www.parklandcounty.com/crime
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2018 FAMILY AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT
SERVICES
CHRISTMAS SUPPORTS
Beyond the lights and tinsel, Christmas can be a sad or stressful time. Whether it is a first Christmas
without loved ones due to distance or death, current financial hardship, or simply that the Christmas
hustle and bustle increases feelings of loneliness, depression or overwhelm; there are supports available.
FCSS and a number of local charities have organized to alleviate some of the stress. If you, or someone you
know needs support to get through this sometimes difficult season, please contact:
FCSS Stony Plain: 		

780-963-8583

FCSS Spruce Grove: 		

780-962-7618

FCSS Drayton Valley: 		

780-514-2204

FCSS Yellowhead County: 1-800-814-3935
FCSS Wabamun:		

780-892-2699

...during the Christmas
hustle and bustle; there
are supports available.

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS

GIFTS

STONY PLAIN KINSMEN - Christmas Hampers provided to Stony Plain and
Parkland County from Boundary Road west to Entwistle. Applications can be
made at the Parkland Food Bank, Neighbourlink Parkland and Stony Plain FCSS.

APFA ANNUAL CHRISTMAS STORE - at the Family Connection Centre
5600 – 50 Street, Stony Plain) November 30 to December 7, 2018. The store
gives children ages 4 to 10 the opportunity to shop for new donated items to give
as gifts. Tickets are limited and need to be purchased in advance. Some tickets
available at no cost to eligible families.
Call 780-963-0549 for more information or visit www.apfa.ca

Application deadline: December 7, 2018 | Hamper pickup: December 14, 2018.
KINETTE CLUB OF SPRUCE GROVE - Christmas Hampers, provided to Spruce
Grove and Parkland County east of Boundary Road. Apply at Spruce Grove FCSS
or the Parkland Food Bank.
Application deadline: December 7, 2018 | Hamper pick up: December14, 2018.

YELLOWHEAD CENTRAL SANTA’S ANONYMOUS, Parkland County West of
HWY 759 Applications can be picked up at Wildwood FCSS 780-515-0468.
Application deadline: is December 10, 2018

PARKLAND FOOD BANK - Can provide food hampers, to non-Food Bank users.
The Food Bank will be closed December 23, 2018 to January 8, 2019.
Call 780-962-4565

TENDER HEARTS FOUNDATION, collects and delivers Christmas gifts to
seniors in assisted living. For more information call Joann at 780-968-0065.

WABAMUN CHRISTMAS HAMPERS - Provided to Wabamun west to Seba
Beach, east to Kapasiwin and north to Brookside. Applications available at
Wabamun Treasury Branch.

COATS FOR KIDS & FAMILIES Winter clothing for children, families and adults:
coats, mitts, toques, scarves, snow pants, winter boots including adult insulated
work boots. Monday to Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. at 5600 – 50 St. Stony Plain,
Family Connection Centre.

Application deadline: December 12, 2018 | Hamper pickup: December 16, 2018.
WEE FOOD BANK
Call Tuesdays, before 2:00 p.m. to arrange hamper pick up at 780-727-4043
LAC ST. ANNE FOOD BANK - Christmas hampers, applications can be picked
up at the Onoway Baptist Church or by calling 780-271-3131 or 780-967-2266.
Application deadline: December 12, 2018 | Hamper pickup: December 19, 2018.

Please drop off your clean and gently used coats at any of the following drop
off locations:
•
•
•
•
•

Family Connection Centre (5600 – 50 St., Stony Plain)
Stony Plain Dry Cleaners (4915 – 51 Ave., Stony Plain)
Servus Credit Union (4904 – 48 St., Stony Plain)
Sculpt Fit (116 – 1 Hawthorne Gate, Spruce Grove)
Bridgeport Dry Cleaners (141 Century Crossing #114, Spruce Grove)

Call 780-963-0549 for more information.

Snow Removal
Support Program
Parkland County has a program in place
that provides funding support to physically
challenged residents for snow removal
from their private driveways.

CHRISTMAS DINNER
Stony Plain United Church
will be hosting their annual FREE
Christmas dinner on
Tuesday, December 25, 2018 at the
church, located at 5012 - 51 Ave.,
Stony Plain.
Dinner will be served at 1:00 p.m.
RSVP is required, call 780-963-4843
for more information.

CRITERIA:
• Person applying must be the owner
or renter of the residence where the
driveway is being plowed, and it must be
their primary residence.
• Residence must be located within
Parkland County.
• Person must be physically challenged
either by age or infirmity and must
provide a doctor’s certificate or note
verifying that they are physically unable
to remove snow from their driveway.
• All persons 18 years of age or older
living in the residence must be
physically challenged.

Residents can apply by submitting a letter
stating their name, address and phone
number along with the required doctor’s
certificate or note to:

Parkland County
Snow Removal Support Program
c/o Parks, Recreation & Culture
53109A HWY 779, Parkland County, Alberta T7Z 1R1
Applications will be reviewed and residents contacted regarding their
application. If approved, the resident will be responsible for hiring a
private contractor to remove the snow. Residents then submit proof
of work completed, via paid invoice, to the County for reimbursement.
The current maximum reimbursement per approved resident per year
is $300.00.

Parks, Recreation & Culture: 780-968-8400

