
Back to School

School’s back! Summer is coming to a close and it is time to prepare for 
the new school season. With that in mind, here are some necessary safety 
tips for motorists to be aware of as children return to school.

1. Reduce your speed. Be more careful in residential 
areas where children are present. Respect speed 
limits in school zones and playground zones.

2. Stop for school buses displaying the flashing red 
lights and the extended stop arm. In most cases, 
traffic in both directions must stop for school buses. 
Do not continue until the flashing lights stop.

3. Obey crossing guards.

4. Never overtake other vehicles within a school 
zone or within a half block of any crosswalk.

5. Avoid U-turns and three-point turns in school 
zones. Children can have a difficult time predicting 
these types of vehicle manoeuvres.

6. Give cyclists a wide berth. A good rule of thumb is 
to allow one metre of minimum clearance.

7. Shoulder check before opening your vehicle door.

8. Leave extra time to reach your destination.

9. If you observe reckless driving or suspect a driver 
is impaired, pull over as soon as it is safe to do so, 
and report the incident to police.

10. Let kids off away from traffic. Usually, that is the 
passenger side of the vehicle.

11.  Walk a block. To help avoid vehicle congestion 
in the immediate vicinity of the school, consider 
parking a short distance away, and walk your kids 
the rest of the way.

Road safety is everyone’s responsibility. Let’s all do our part  
to keep kids safe this back-to-school season.
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MAJOR PROJECTS FALL UPDATE

In the fall of 2015, the Metro Mayors Alliance, a group 
comprised of nine municipalities from the Edmonton 
region, including Parkland County, commissioned a 
panel to advise the group on how to make the Metro 
Region globally competitive. The municipalities 
represented account for 95% of the region’s population, 
96% of its assessment base, and 80% of its land base.

On June 9, 2016, the Advisory Panel released their 
report, titled “Be Ready or Be Left Behind". The report 
included three main recommendations, including  
the need to create a single economic development 
organization, a regional transit authority, and a 
separate commission to plan and fund growth  
and infrastructure.

 The panel also came out against full amalgamation, which in virtually every case in Canada 
has increased costs and failed to solve the problem of regional competition.

As a first step, the Panel asked the Metro Mayors to present a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) to their respective Councils. This would commit the municipalities to 
a shared vision and signal their intent to take further steps towards regional action.

The Metro Mayors Alliance has an opportunity to make fundamental changes that 
ultimately will enhance the quality of life for residents in Parkland County and throughout 
the region. Parkland County Council unanimously supported the continuation of 
discussion toward execution of an MOU. Unlike the Capital Region Board, the Metro  
Mayors Panel is a voluntary board made up of municipalities looking to serve the region 
well into the future. 

Given the opportunity, the province will see the Metro Mayors Panel as a far more effective 
and more nimble organization that can create better returns, not only for the region but for 
the province as a whole. By the end of August, the Provincial Government is expected to 
make an announcement regarding the Growth Management Board for the capital region 
as part of the revisions to the Municipal Government Act. 

  For more information, go to parklandcounty.com/metromayors

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR IABC Award of Excellence
The new and improved Parkland Communicator 
is receiving recognition. In May, Parkland County 
was the recipient of two prestigious awards 
at the International Association of Business 
Communicators (IABC) Capital Awards Gala, one of 
which was an Award of Excellence for the County’s 
recently redesigned Parkland Communicator. 

We hope you love the new Communicator 
as much as we do!

Effects of Wet 
Weather in 
Gardens

FIRE SERVICES MASTER PLAN

The development phase for this 
project is now complete. A draft 
plan will be presented to Council for 
approval in the coming weeks.

HIGHVALE AREA STRUCTURE  
PLAN

Administration is working on an update 
to this plan, which will be presented to 
Council in late fall of 2016.

PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURE MASTER PLAN

Thank you to everyone who attended the public engagement events that took 
place earlier this summer. This plan is currently being developed, and we will be 
asking for public input on a draft of the plan when it is ready. Please keep an eye on 
the project website at www.parklandcounty.com/PRCMasterPlan for information 
on engagement opportunities as it becomes available. This plan is on target for 
completion this fall.

MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Administration is currently examining 
growth options for the County. These 
findings will inform the Municipal 
Development Plan, which will be 
updated in 2017.

FUTURE OF AGRICULTURE STUDY

This project is nearly complete. A draft 
will be presented to Council by the end 
of 2016. Findings from this study will 
also inform the upcoming Municipal 
Development Plan.

WABAMUN LAKE SUBWATERSHED LAND USE PLAN

This project is now in its third phase, and engagement opportunities for  
residents will occur later this summer. Please keep an eye on the project website 
at www.parklandcounty.com/wlslup for updates.
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New "Love Where You Live" Program
Parkland County’s block party program has been expanded to include a wider 
variety of neighbourhood events. It’s easy, and we’re here to help with our new 
planning guide, funding, Fun Bag loan, and other resources. 

Events must be held at a residential address or public space and be open to all 
who live in your neighbourhood. Submit an application today! 

 For more information call 780-968-8400, visit parklandcounty.com/lovewhereyoulive or email  
prc@parklandcounty.com. 

Parkland County Fire Services has openings for 

part-time paid-on-call firefighters at several stations. 

They will be recruiting throughout September with 

plans to hire in October. 

Now Recruiting!

You can also contact Fire Services at 780-968-8338 or email at 
FireServices@parklandcounty.com

GO TO 

www.parklandcounty.com/firefighter_application
TO APPLY ONLINE

EFFECTS OF WET WEATHER  
IN GARDENS

With the amount of rain that our region has received this year, 
you may have seen evidence of spots on foliage, decaying leaves 
and perhaps some wilting. 

Prevention is the key to disease 
management in vegetable gardens or 
in your ornamental gardens.

Hard rains can splash diseased 
organisms onto plants and cause 
these diseases to spread. Also, overly 
wet soil stresses plants, making them 
even more susceptible to disease.

Prompt cleanup and disposal of any 
questionable plant vegetation is 
necessary to prevent further spread of 
diseases in your garden. 

Prune out any foliage that appears 
unhealthy with your plants. Stake 
your plants so the foliage doesn’t  
lay or touch the wet soil. This will  
not only help with keeping plants 
disease free, but will improve air 
circulation and decrease the drying 
time after a heavy rainfall. 

Remember to disinfect your tools 
after pruning any infected plant 
material.

Diseased plant material should be 
disposed of promptly. Dispose of 
any dead plant debris in plastic 
bags and bring to your local 
landfill. Burning is also another 
good way of disposing of diseased 
plant debris, but always be aware 
of burning restrictions in your area.

 For more information  please contact  
Parkland County Agricultural Services 
at 780-968-8467.
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Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS) in Alberta was honoured at the 25th annual Alberta Emerald Foundation 
awards gala on Wednesday, June 8, winning the 2016 Shared Footprint Award.

For Darren Haarsma, ALUS Coordinator, this award is a validation of all the hard work that has gone into  
creating a program that helps sustain agriculture, wildlife and natural spaces for the benefit of both landowners 
and the environment.

“Since Parkland County introduced the program in 2012, landowners have worked hard with us to implement 
environmental enhancements that improve, rather than detract, from an agricultural producer’s ability to make a 
living,” said Haarsma. “The support of Council, Administration and our local landowners in the initial phases was 
key to building the momentum needed to get us to the place we are today.”

ALUS in Alberta operates within ALUS Canada, a national not-for-profit organization  
that supports farmers and ranchers producing ecosystem services such as clean air,  
clean water, drought and flood mitigation, biodiversity and pollinator habitat for  
the benefit of all Canadians.

ALUS WINS ALBERTA EMERALD AWARD

Photo Credit: Nicole Kimmel, Weed Specialist, 
Alberta Agriculture and Forestry

From left to right: Division 4 Councillor Darrell Hollands, ALUS Coordinator Darren Haarsma, Mayor Rod Shaigec, 
Division 5 Councillor John McNab, Gabriel Clarke, Division 2 Councillor Jackie McCuaig, General Manager Peter Vana,  
Division 6 Councillor Tracey Melnyk, Division 1 Councillor AnnLisa Jensen, and Division 3 Councillor Phyllis Kobasiuk.

Flowering Rush (Butomus Umbellatus) is designated as a prohibited noxious weed 
under the Alberta Weed Control Act. This designation means that you must control this 
species when it is found. This weed has been spotted throughout Alberta, but most 
notably in an infestation on Lake Isle, located in Lac St. Anne and Parkland County.  
If you spot flowering rush, please report it before attempting removal.

Flowering Rush is a perennial of freshwater wetlands that is native to Africa, Asia and 
Europe and was introduced to North America as an ornamental plant species. It is able to 
reproduce by seed and vegetatively. It can spread by seed or root fragments so care must 
be taken with attempts to remove existing plants. It can displace natural vegetation and 
reduce water quality which may disrupt valuable fish and wildlife habitat.

Flowering rush has triangular stems, sword shaped leaves and flowers vary from pink to 
white in umbrella shaped clusters.

Control of this weed is extremely difficult. Mechanical control can suppress the plant but 
will need to be repeated and all parts of the plant must be removed and disposed of in 
a landfill. Extreme care must be taken if attempting to remove these plants because if 
parts of the plant are left or detached these can further increase the spread. Currently no 
herbicides are registered for public use on flowering rush and applications near water 
require specific applicator certificates and permits from Alberta Environment and Parks. 

 For more information on this or any other invasive species contact your Agricultural Services department at 
780-968-8467  or the Alberta Invasive Species Council at abinvasives.ca.  If you spot flowering rush please report it 
before attempting removal. 

KEEP WATCH FOR THIS WETLAND INVADER

WHICH BUSINESS
STANDS ABOVE THE REST?

 

PARKLAND COUNT Y 
BUSINESS OF THE YEAR AWARDS

We want to encourage all Parkland County residents and business owners to 
nominate their favourite Parkland County businesses for the 2016 industry
Business of the Year Award and the 2016 Rural Business of the Year Award. 
Criteria includes:  

 

Businesses may nominate themselves or be nominated by another business/individual.

AWARDS NOMINATION DEADLINE:

Friday, Sept. 16th, 2016

For more information:  
parklandcounty.com/BOTY or contact  
rlillywhite@parklandcounty.com

ACHESON Business of the Year Award
Spruce Grove Chamber of Commerce Gala

Oct. 22, 2016 – Horizon Stage, Spruce Grove

The winner must be located within the  
Acheson Industrial Area.

RURAL Business of the Year Award
Stony Plain Chamber of Commerce Gala  

Nov. 5, 2016 – Best Western, Stony Plain

The winner must be located in Parkland County 
(outside the Acheson Industrial Area borders).

•    has a valid Parkland County or Tri-Municipal Approval to Operate Certi�cate 

•    has operated in Parkland County for a minimum of one year, and 

•    demonstrates outstanding customer service, environmental leadership 
     and/or community involvement. 

• a valid Parkland County or Tri-Municipal Approval to Operate Certicate

• a minimum of one year operating in Parkland County, and

• a history of demonstrating outstanding customer service, environmental 
leadership and/or community involvement.

For more information, contact 780-968-8400     www.parklandcounty.com

Service Location Changes 
for Community and Protective Services
As of September 6, 2016, the following services will be 
provided at the new Enforcement Services Office located 
in the County Services Building:

 • Patrol and Bylaw Services and Enquiries
 • Dog Licenses
 • Fire and Fireworks Permits

County Center

County Service
Building

Boulder Boulevard
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For more information, contact 780-968-8400     www.parklandcounty.com

   
For more information, contact 780-968-8400  
or visit www.parklandcounty.com

DEVONIAN TRAIL  
CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Design for the Devonian Trail was completed in  
February 2016. Based on feedback received  
throughout our engagement activities, changes  
include switching the surfacing from asphalt to compacted  
granular and altering the trail width from 3.0m to 2.4m.  

Overall, the trail will have less impact on the environment it is  
running through, while still accommodating all the activities 
and uses that it was designed for.

The project was tendered in the spring of 2016 with the contract being awarded to Wilco 
Contractors Northwest Inc. Trail construction has begun and is targeted to be completed 
in the spring of 2017. A grand opening is expected to take place early next summer!

  For more information on the trail construction schedule, our progress to date, as well as pictures of how we’re doing, 
visit parklandcounty.com/trails

• a valid Parkland County or Tri-Municipal Approval to Operate Certificate
• a minimum of one year operating in Parkland County, and
• a history of demonstrating outstanding customer service, environmental  

leadership and/or community involvement.

WHICH BUSINESS
STANDS ABOVE THE REST?
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Parkland County has joined ThinkLocalMarket.com
and will be o�ering a virtual farmers’ market.

We’re looking for a variety of vendors!
If you grow, make, or provide services in Parkland County

this opportunity is for you.

Email Barb at bscully@parklandcounty.com to get started!

Think Local Market provides an online storefront for residents to
shop locally grown, made or available products at their

convenience and promote the local economy.

Vendors Wanted

Parkland County has joined ThinkLocalMarket.com
and will be o�ering a virtual farmers’ market.

We’re looking for a variety of vendors!
If you grow, make, or provide services in Parkland County

this opportunity is for you.

Email Barb at bscully@parklandcounty.com to get started!

Think Local Market provides an online storefront for residents to
shop locally grown, made or available products at their

convenience and promote the local economy.

Vendors Wanted

Top 5 Day Use Areas in Parkland County
The summer may be coming to a close, but there are still plenty of 
opportunities to take advantage of all the wonderful parks and day 
use areas throughout Parkland County. Here are some of our favorites:

Chickakoo Lake Recreation Area is a beautiful park with 14 kilometres 
of hiking, biking and equine trails. Located north on Highway 779, head 
west on Township Road 534, and follow the signs into the park. 

Constable Chelsey Robinson Day Use Area (formerly Range Road 
23 Day Use Park) has fantastic views and foot access  to the North 
Saskatchewan River, picnic sites and a beach area for family visits.  Take 
Highway 770 south, turn left on Range Road 23 and follow the road to 
the upper parking lot.  

Pembina River Provincial Park is a great location for fishing, 
canoeing, kayaking, swimming and camping. Located on the  
west side of Parkland County, take the Yellowhead Highway west 
to the Entwistle Exit and follow the road north until you reach the 
provincial park. 

Prospectors Point is located on the north side of the Devon Bridge 
on Highway 60 and provides residents and tourists with a great beach 
area located in a beautiful spot on the North Saskatchewan River. 
Take Highway 60 south, turn right on Township Road 511, turn left on 
Range Road 263 and follow until you reach the park. 

The Kokomoko Recreation Area is located on the southern shore  
of beautiful Lake Isle. Its facilities include 10 day-use sites, picnic  
tables and a gravel boat launch. Take the Yellowhead Highway west 
until the Seba Beach Exit, follow Range Road 60 north, turn left at 
Township Road 534, and follow that road until you reach the park. 

YOUR ONLINE LIBRARY WORKSHOPS

Learn how to access all of the library’s free 
online resources - eBooks, audiobooks, 
movies, music, magazines and more! 

Sept. 20: Keephills Public Library
Sept. 28: Tomahawk Public Library
OOct. 17: Duffield Public Library
Oct. 26: Entwistle Public Library
6:30-8:00 

GRANT CONNECT WORKSHOPS

Learn how to use this valuable 
fundraising database, available for 
free through the public library.

Sept. 27: Keephills Public Library
Oct. 19: Entwistle Public Library
NNov. 15: Tomahawk Public Library
6:30-8:30 

Visit www.pcmlibraries.ab.ca 
for more information

PARKLAND COUNTY LIBRARIES

Parkland County has many historical buildings 
and structures. These places not only hold historic 
meaning to the individuals who have used them but 
to the culture and identity of the County as  
a whole. 

In the 1980s, the Multicultural Heritage Centre 
developed an inventory of buildings - mostly homes, 
barns, churches and schools. This inventory needs 
to be updated in terms of both the state of the 
buildings that were catalogued at that time and 
to add pre-WWII structures, places and other large 
artifacts not captured.

Parkland County landowners are asked to send 
a recent photo of their pre-WWII structure, large 
artifact or place of significance, with the legal 
land description and their contact information to 
HeritageProjects@parklandcounty.com or mail/drop 
off submissions in person to:

Parkland County Centre  53109A Hwy 779 
Parkland County AB  T7Z 1R1

We also welcome the stories that go with the photos.

Information gathered will be cross referenced with 
material previously gathered through historical 
societies, museums and archives and is also the first 
step in identifying the need for a Municipal Historic 
Resources Plan.

 For more information please contact Cindy Davies  
cdavies@parklandcounty.com or  780 968-3233

UPDATING PARKLAND’S PAST   – you can help!

Did you know: 
The Entwistle bridge, referred to as the Pembina River Viaduct, is the second highest railway  
bridge on the prairies. 

The CNR steel trestle is 910 ft. (280 m) long and 214' (65 m) tall. It was built in 1908-10 over Pembina River 
by Grand Trunk Pacific and is still in use.

Smithfield Community Hall along Range Road 34 was built in 1935 when Smithfield’s population was 1,935.

1.  Spruce Park 
Ranch Country 
Store 

51432 Range Road 273,  
Spruce Grove 
780-963-5235
Wednesday – Friday, 10 a.m.  – 5 p.m. 
Saturday: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
www.spruceparkranch.com

2.  Carvel General Store 
#11-52511 SH 770, Carvel 
780-963-1156
Wednesday – Friday, 10 a.m. – 6  p.m. 
Saturday & Sunday, 12 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
May to October –  
Open Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
www.carvelgeneralstore.ca

 5. Gossamer Treasures 
#1, 5215-51 Ave, Wabamun 
780-892-2169
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & 
Saturday, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Extended hours July & August 
Tuesday – Sunday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

6. Yellowhead Trading 
Post & Storage
6118A Hwy 16, Seba Beach  
780-797-3806
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. daily

 7. Lakeside Treasures 
11 First Street W, Gainford 
780-996-7677 
Saturday & Sunday 10 a.m.– 6 p.m.

3.  Useful Things in 
Parkland County 

2443 Parkland Drive, Carvel 
780-962-8713
Tuesday – Saturday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
www.usefulthingsinparklandcounty.ca

4.  52nd Street 
Marketplace

5123 – 52 Street, Wabamun 
780-908-1292

Open 7 days a week 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
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COUNTRY ROADS
SHOPPING TOUR

Self Guided

Points of Interest
A  Carvel Station Farmer’s Market 

Carvel Hall 
         May 12 to September 1 
         Thursdays, 5 p.m. – 8 p.m.

B  Seba Beach Farmer’s Market        
Seba Beach Heritage Pavilion 

        May 14 to September 10 
        Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

C    The Country Market 
       at Aspen Grove 
        Aspen Grove Nurseries 
        May 7 to June 25  
        Saturdays, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
        Sundays, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

For more information contact: Candace Charron  
ph: 780 968 8888 ext. 8284  email: ccharron@parklandcounty.com 

Share your findings on your 
social media by using
#FoundInParkland


