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message from the mayor
In a world that is becoming more
and more digital, communities
are expanding beyond physical
boundaries. With an eye towards
this new landscape, Parkland
County is establishing itself as a
leader in creating an atmosphere
that encourages a high level of
connectivity and engagement.
Smart Parkland will help the County move forward to
become a community in which broadband technology
is fully utilized by residents and businesses for a range of
communication, learning, business, lifestyle, and health
purposes.
Parkland County is working towards connecting 95%
of our community to high speed Internet, so the Smart
Parkland program is the lynchpin for our community.

snow removal
Icy roads are a major hazard. The two most prominent
products that Parkland County uses to reduce the
potential hazard of an icy road are salt and sand. Both are
effective means of dealing with ice buildup on roads and
streets, but they also have their drawbacks.

Salt lowers the freezing point of water, melts existing
ice, and can stay in liquid form longer. Salt removes the
ice from the road, melting it as long as the temperature
is not too low. Unfortunately, salt just lowers the
temperature at which water will freeze. If the normal
forecast ever drops to that temperature, then the salt is
ineffective.
Salt and salt water runoff also contaminate the area
around the road and down the drainage path. Vegetation
within 60 feet of the road is damaged, and
salt can contaminate ground water and wells. Salt will
also degrade steel, meaning damage to cars, bridge
structures, and even pavement, and attract wildlife –
specifically deer.

Sand and other abrasive materials work by improving
traction over ice. Friction may melt the ice, but this is an
incidental addition to the functionality.
Unfortunately, if the weather is too cold, sand can clump
and freeze together, becoming part of the ice and
providing no traction. Adding some salt can keep this from
happening. Sand is only effective as long it is on the surface.
If it is buried under more snow, it must be reapplied.
Sand is often combined with salt to improve effectiveness,
so all the environmental impacts of salt also apply to most
applications of sand, just in smaller doses. Neither sand nor
salt is a perfect solution. However, they are the best options
that are widely available.
Note: Paved surface roads are normally maintained using plow trucks while
sanders and gravel roads are maintained using graders. Paved surface roads
receive icy control materials (sand/salt) as required.

With the initiatives created by Smart Parkland, you can
learn, create and innovate right from home or at a nearby
learning hub. Take a class, further your education, start
a new business from home or expand the business you
already have. Whatever interests you, the window to a
world of knowledge is at your fingertips. Local innovation
supports a creative environment which engages the
whole community in positive change.
One key way that Parkland County is moving in this
direction is with its new partnership with Bell Canada,
which aims to create opportunity to increase Internet
speed and bandwidth in areas of the County. We are
excited about this new partnership and view it as a
stepping stone to greater things throughout the County.
Parkland County was pleased to welcome Bell Canada to last month’s
Council meeting to celebrate their continued partnership with the Smart
Parkland project.

F or more on Smart Parkland, go to facebook.com/RuralConnection or
parklandcounty.com/smartparkland

PARKLAND COUNTY RESPONDS TO BUSINESS NEEDS

Transit will be a reality in Acheson
on April 25
At that December 2015 meeting, Parkland County Council
passed the necessary motions to make transit a reality for
the businesses of Acheson Industrial Area.

Parkland County is excited to announce the introduction of
transit service to the Acheson Industrial Area beginning on
Monday, April 25, 2016. This service has taken months of
work, as well as the establishment of partnerships with the
Cities of Edmonton and Spruce Grove.

Utilizing the existing Spruce Grove commuter transit
service to Edmonton, Parkland County is able to offer a low
cost service for the two year pilot project. Three empty
Edmonton Transit buses destined for Spruce Grove on
weekday mornings will now connect NAIT and Westmount
Transit Centres to Acheson. There will be three return trips
in the afternoons available to offer the riders a return trip to
Edmonton from Acheson.

Transit service to the Acheson Industrial Area was
originally requested by the Acheson Business Association
(ABA) to better serve those who work in the area as well
as to increase the attractiveness of the area to future
employees and businesses. After many studies, reviews, and
considerations, Parkland County Council established the
Acheson Industrial Park Transit Implementation Committee,
with both the ABA and representatives from three Acheson
businesses as active participants.

The transit fares for the riders are the same as the Spruce
Grove commuters:
• $6.00 cash fare (exact change required)
• $48.00 for 10 tickets
• $130.00 monthly pass

The committee’s recommendation was that Council direct
Administration to prepare a detailed transit plan, draft an
agreement with the City of Spruce Grove to implement a
transit service for the Acheson Industrial Area as presented,
and prepare a transportation public utility bylaw to pay for
the cost of providing that service. Council concurred with
the committee’s recommendation and approved a two-year
pilot of transit service to Acheson.
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The cost of the transit service is paid for through riders’ fares
and a public transportation utility charge. The utility charge
is paid by all industrial lots in the service area.
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	Please direct any questions or comments about the Acheson Transit
service to the Erin Felker, Parkland County Transit Coordinator. Phone
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What can Family &
Community Support
Services do for you?
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The FCSS philosophy is based on a belief that self-help contributes to a sense of
integrity, self-worth, and independence. Programs are intended to help individuals in
their community adopt healthy lifestyles, thereby improving their quality of life and
building the capacity to prevent and or deal with crisis situations should they arise. Using
a “people to help people to help themselves” approach, FCSS offers a wide range of
programs and services in a community near you, such as:

FCSS Stony Plain
780-963-8583
#107 4613 - 52 Avenue, Stony Plain
FCSS Spruce Grove
780-962-7583
#105 505 Queen Street, Spruce Grove

• Early childhood development
programs for children aged 0-6

SERVICES FOR RETIRED
& SEMI-RETIRED
• Home support services (snow removal,
housekeeping)

COMMUNITY
VOLUNTEERISM
• Recruitment, training and
placement services

• Education and information (seniors’
benefits, fraud awareness)

• Resources to support volunteers

FCSS Yellowhead County
780-325-3782
53404 RR 92A, Wildwood

FAMILY LIFE SKILLS
• Parenting and family life
education and programs

FCSS Leduc County
780-955-6424
#101, 1101-5 Street, Nisku
Graminia Area
780-984-4286
51101 RR 27, Graminia School

• Developing comprehensive
community social plans and initiatives
• In-kind support to new community
based groups such as preparing
documents, photocopying etc

• Seniors services and programs
(dances, outings, wellness clinics)

FCSS Wabamun
780-892-2699
5217 -52 Street, Wabamun

COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE
• Raising public awareness around
community issues

• Support services for children aged
6-12. (day camp, anti-bullying, etc)

FCSS Drayton Valley
780-514-2204
4743 – 46 Street, Drayton Valley

• Self-help socialization activities

• Marriage enrichment
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Through these partnerships, Parkland
County can offer more comprehensive
FCSS programming in a variety of
locations, meaning less travel for residents
to access services. Outreach programs are
also available on an as needed basis.

Check out the many
FCSS programs and
services available to
you, supported by
Parkland County.
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Are you aware of all the services Family
and Community Support Services (FCSS)
provided in our area? It might surprise
you just how much is available, provided
by Parkland County through funding
support to its regional FCSS partners:
Stony Plain, Spruce Grove, Drayton Valley,
Wabamun, Leduc County (Graminia) and
Yellowhead County.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT FOR
CHILDREN
• Parent-child development activities
(Moms & Tots, play day)
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ALBERTA EMERGENCY SERVICES MEDAL

Registration is now open!



For more information including how to register and facilitator bios, visit www.sprucegrove.org/workshops.
At the January 12 Council Meeting, Parkland County Council and Stony Plain MLA Erin
Babcock recognized members of Parkland County Fire Services for 12 years of service
with the Alberta Emergency Services Medal. The honourees were Brendan Blazeiko,
Steve Thomas, Andrea Wichuk and JP LaPierre.

• Volunteer recognition
PUBLIC INFORMATION
& REFERRAL
• Information and referral services to
wide range of programs
• Community information directories
• Newcomer services
• Interagency coordination

• Retirement planning
• Programs for single adults
and single parents
• Courses designed to enhance selfawareness and personal growth
• Individual, family and group
counselling that is educational not
treatment oriented

parklandcounty.com/fcss
has listings for each of the
FCSS partner websites.

• Youth development services
and programs

Highvale End
Land Use Area
Structure Plan
Final Phase – Public Open House

Residents are invited to attend
an open house to view and
provide feedback on the
Draft Highvale End Land Use
Area Structure Plan (ASP).
The plan area includes the
existing Highvale Mine Permit
Boundaries and surrounding
areas within Parkland County.

Date:

Tuesday, March 1, 2016

Time: Drop In 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Presentation 6:00 p.m.
Location:	Keephills Community Hall,
15A-51515 Rge Rd 32A
A moderated question and answer
session will follow the presentation.

Let us know what is important to you!
 
Residents who cannot attend the meeting are invited to view the presentation information and provide
feedback between March 1 and March 15, 2016 at highvaleendlanduseasp.ca

Parkland County Community Hall

SPRING BREAK
PROGRAMS
March 28 – April 1

Watch the County website or local newspaper for more
information on times and locations of children's programs
hosted by Parkland County Community Halls.
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Parkland County’s

Acreage Days 2016
Do you live on an acreage or
are you a new resident to
Parkland County?
Plan to attend this FREE event on April 27th, 2016 at the Garden
Valley Community Centre. Come between 6:00 and 8:00pm to get
your questions about living in Parkland County answered.
Do you have questions about County bylaws? Or questions about
your landscape from soil to tree issues? Do you have questions about
living with wildlife? Want to know what programs are available to
you through Parkland County or the Community Associations within
Parkland County. Do you wonder what is happening with your garbage
or how to get high speed internet?

Community Economic
Diversification

Nutty
Neighbours

Join us at Acreage Days, where industry and government experts will
be on hand to answer questions.

Upcoming Education
Opportunities in Parkland

In addition to Parkland County’s
resident population, there is also a
sizable squirrel population. Here are
some quick facts about our cute, but
pesky friends.

	
Questions about this event?
780-968-8467 twarren@parklandcounty.com

ACREAGE DAYS

April 27

Parkland County’s Community Economic Diversification
Is trying to promote business education and awareness
within our community. These events include, but are not
limited to:
Starting a
Business
February 17, 2016
Tomahawk School

Introduction
to Excel
March 2, 2016
Blueberry Hall

Small Business
Financing
March 16, 2016
Tomahawk School

	
For more information on these and other exciting events,
go to investinparkland.com/events or follow us on
Twitter (@investparkland) and Facebook (Invest in Parkland).

• The red squirrel is native to Alberta.
• Squirrels can run 30 kms per hour.
• A squirrel can survive a jump from 30
metres because of its padded feet.
• Squirrels will shed their tail when
threatened as a defense mechanism
and a way to get away from danger.
• Squirrels will typically have four or five
young born in late May or early June.
• They are very territorial.
• During cold spells they will stay in their
nest and eat the food they have stored
there.

• They eat mainly seeds and nuts but also
eat mushrooms, flowers, fruits, insects
and bird seed.
• They are active during the day and do
not hibernate.
• Squirrel-proofing your house or shed is
recommended to prevent damage.
• Live traps are available to rent from
Agricultural Services but if you are
planning on re-locating a squirrel the
best timing is after the young
are weaned at approximately 10-12
weeks and before the winter storage
collection begins.

	For more facts, check out the Pests in Parkland County pamphlet or
contact Agricultural Services at 780-968-8467
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	For the full article please visit
parklandcounty.com/ourlakes

within the County. Although it was
established prior to 2015, this group’s
objective is clear: to improve the state
of Parkland County lakes by creating a
cohesive stewardship community.
During the conference lake stewards
were also given the opportunity to
learn about better lake management
and participate in the development of
a provincial lake management policy
recommendation paper.

with the Province also means working
on the restoration of a publicly-owned
shoreline area along Wabamun Lake. This
two-year project will kick off in the spring
of 2016 when the County will be looking
for public input on location and design,
so stayed tuned!

WorkShop SerieS

A Bright Future
Although the Year of Our Lakes officially
ended on December 31st 2015, Parkland
County will ensure that this momentum
in lake stewardship is continued. Due
to the interjurisdictional nature of
waterbodies in Alberta, the County
will continue working closely with
the Province to enhance lake health.
This includes completing more Lake
Management Land Use Plans for Parkland
County lakes. Continued collaboration

All-in-all it looks to be another exciting
year for Parkland County’s Environment
and Community Sustainability Services. To
make sure you don’t miss out on events or
information check our website regularly
www.parklandcounty.com/environment
and follow Parkland County on Facebook.
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Save the Date!
Parkland County Community Hall

Garage Sale
SATURDAY APRIL 30, 2016
Watch the county website or local
newspaper for more information on times
and locations of this county-wide event.
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Stewardship Grant
Programs
2015 was an eventful year for stewardship in
Parkland County. With the inception of the Green
Acreages program and the expansion of the
Alternative Land Use Services program (ALUS),
two forms of stewardship funding are now
available for County residents.
The Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS) program
is an Environment Services & Community
Sustainability-delivered initiative in its fourth year of
existence. Through the program, money is available
for local producers and agricultural landowners to
implement projects on agricultural land that benefit
their farm and the environment.
Since its initial pilot began in 2012, the program
has expanded by accessing over $1 million in
external grant funding and by hiring an ALUS
Coordinator to administer the program. In 2015,
the ALUS program experienced a year of many
developments including its first annual tour of local
participating farms and the tripling of program
participation by local producers.
The number of projects implemented across the
County is also on the rise, with numbers increasing
three-fold over 2015. These upsurges mean a
total of 284.7 acres of marginal agricultural land is
now being managed to enhance the production
of ecosystem services; a huge development from
previous years.
The Green Acreages program was initiated to
provide stewardship assistance to acreage owners
who were ineligible for the agricultural ALUS
program. Through this program, money and project
planning support is available for acreage owners
who want to better manage their property to boost
environmental outcomes.
Since its launch at Acreage Days last April, the Green
Acreages program has been in high demand. New
strategies in 2016 will help the program evolve into
a more accessible and simple format including the
removal of the Green Acreage Guide completion as
a requirement for funding, and the development
of an inclusive eligible project list to inspire new
ideas from residents. These changes and detailed
information on various project types will be
presented at the Green Acreage Workshop Series
scheduled to run in April 2016. Stay Tuned!
	
To get involved or for more information on
stewardship grant programs in Parkland County
contact Darren Haarsma, ALUS Coordinator
780-968-8888 ext.8286 dhaarsma@parklandcounty.com
or visit parklandcounty.com/environment

2016 Canada Day Challenge
The 2016 Canada Day Challenge, hosted by the Government of Canada, is
underway! The Challenge will be a great opportunity for Canadian youth
between 8 and 18 years of age, inviting them to express their creativity.
Canadian youth are invited to start thinking about the Challenge now and how
they can demonstrate your pride in Canada. We have three exciting categories:

DRAW IT!
SNAP IT! WRITE IT!

DRAW IT! Draw, paint, and sketch! Youth can draw inspiration from
Canada’s past and present to create a colourful poster design.
SNAP IT! Youth can use their smartphones or digital cameras and submit
their best photograph. That captures Canada through their eyes.
WRITE IT! Youth can express their thoughts about what Canada means to
them and capture Canada’s amazing spirit in writing. The original work can be
a short story, a poem, or an essay.
Entries will be accepted from January 4 to April 1, 2016. If sending entries by post,
they must be post marked by no later than April 1, 2016. Please visit the website at
challenge.pch.gc.ca for more contest details and to see the exceptional works of the
2015 winners.

PARKLAND PUBLIC LIBRARIES

Stimulate your
imagination at
Parkland County
Public Libraries
Did you know Parkland County Public Libraries offer
exciting programs and services in your community?
We have libraries at Duffield, Entwistle, Keephills
and Tomahawk, and while they are located in school
buildings, they are open to the public! We invite you
to come in and use a public computer, check out some
books or DVDs, or attend one of our exciting programs!
The best part is, a library card is free. Here are some of
the programs being offered in the next few months.
Adult Yoga
Keephills Public Library
Wednesdays, January 27-April 27 (except March 30)
1:00-2:00pm
$100 for 13-week session or $10 drop-in fee
Entwistle Public Library
Thursdays, January 28-April 28 (except March 31)
6:00-7:00pm
$60 for 13-week session or $5 drop-in fee

Adult Colouring Night
Keephills Public Library
February 19, 6:00-8:00pm
Free, no registration required
Join us for a fun, relaxing night of getting in touch with
your creative side! Drop in anytime between 6:00-8:00pm.
Refreshments will be served.
Family Movie Day,
featuring The Good Dinosaur
Keephills Public Library
March 19
2:00pm
Free, no registration required
Bring the whole family to watch Pixar’s The Good
Dinosaur! Snacks will be available for purchase (or you
can bring your own). Come enjoy an afternoon of family
fun and entertainment.

Tomahawk Public Library
Tuesdays, February 9 – April 12
6:00-7:30pm
$10 drop-in fee

	Visit pcmlibraries.ab.ca for more details and for library hours.

Parkland County Agricultural Services
New Health Resource
Invites you to attend the
Parkland County Agricultural Services
Invites you to attend the

The College of Family Physicians of Canada (CFPC) in
partnership with the Public Health Agency of Canada
(PHAC) has been collaborating on a new initiative, the
Prevention in Hand website. Prevention in Hand is a
one-stop, user-friendly website and mobile application
that will be a valuable health care resource for current and
clinically reviewed information about the prevention of
chronic diseases.

2016 Clubroot
2016 Clubroot
Information Session
Information Session

Topics to be discussed:
• New Clubroot Pathotype in Alberta with
Dr. Sheau-Fang Hwang from the University
Please
register for this event by calling
of Alberta
Services Office
at 780-968-8467
• Agricultural
Status of Clubroot
in Parkland
County with
Tanya Warren
Topics to be discussed:
• Resistant
Varieties Available to Growers with
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Dan Orchard
fromHwang
the Canola
Council
of Canada
Dr. Sheau-Fang
from the
University
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Date:
March
3,
2016
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Time:
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Dan Orchard from the Canola Council of Canada
Location:
Sand Hills Community League
52032
Range
Road 270
Please register for
this event
by calling
Upcoming
events
hosted
by
Agricultural
Services:
Cost:
FREE
Agricultural Services Office at 780-968-8467
• Fusarium Head Blight Information Session in late March.
Call office for more details.
Upcoming
events
hosted by
Agricultural
• Acreage
Days
at Garden
Valley
Hall onServices:
April 27, 2016
• Fusarium Head Blight Information Session in late March.
from
6:00 to 8:00pm
Call office for more details.
• Acreage Days at Garden Valley Hall on April 27, 2016
from 6:00 to 8:00pm

Date:
Time:

March 3, 2016
1:00 to 3:00pm

Location: Sand Hills Community League
52032 Range Road 270
Cost:
FREE

The Prevention in Hand website provides Canadian health
care professionals and the public with reliable and easily
accessible health information, clinical guidelines, and
practical tools to promote active and healthy lifestyles.
Check out these features on the official PiH website at
preventioninhand.com.
A short explanatory video can be viewed via
preventioninhand.com/video.aspx

	Questions and comments
about the PiH website can
be directed to
contact@preventioninhand.com

