
NOTE: This document summarizes findings from Engagement # 2 sessions held in March 2014.  

These included sessions held at Graminia, Manly Hall, and Tomahawk 

comments made at meetings. 

INFRASTRUCTURE - COMBINED 

 Location and access of community halls (ensure good access) 

 Maintain park reserve areas (ER and MRs) 

 Provide better infrastructure in greenspaces (bikes trails, walkways, benches etc). 

 Encourage more  amenities (natural and built) 

 Increase transportation and traffic safety  

 Maintain existing amenities in residential areas 

 Preservation of dark skies through technology and environmental controls 

 Incorporate opportunities for people with limited mobility to enjoy natural areas 

 Develop a designated OHV trail network 

 Better interpretation / education signage for natural areas / reserve areas 

 Increased community meeting places (i.e. corner pubs, stores) 

 Increased gathering spaces in subdivisions (shelters, gazebos, park sitting areas)  (put 

in subdivision design as well) 

 Support transportation network as critical component of community 

 Regular (and scheduled)  maintenance of transportation network 

 Provide assisted transportation for seniors throughout county (seniors bussing) 

 

COMMUNITY - GRAMINIA 

 Visibility and marketing of Community Halls / Associations 

 Diversity of amenities in communities 

 Providing incentives and sustainable funding for community associations / halls 

 Maintain and support community halls / associations 

 Safe/protect 

 Walkable communities  trails, sidewalks, safe  Scores  Walkability index 

 Promote a rural place to live, work and play 

 Diversity of people communities and age groups 

 Attitude   

  

 Promotion and support of communities/ (leadership community) 

 County Council  promote community gatherings 



 Size/demographics  areas of responsibility 

 Hard to get people together 

 Communities  watch, gathering 

 County sponsored events (halls) common interest, seminars 

 

COMMUNITY - TOMAHAWK 

 Circulate the County Art Collection throughout the Community  

 Provide more opportunities (recreational, cultural, social) for youth in our 

communities. 

 Free access to Community Halls for hall events 

 Host County event at Community Halls (i.e. technology events that support 

intergenerational youth and senior activities, speaking engagements, community 

outreach programs) 

 Expand referral area for DP/LUB applications (i.e. 2 miles)  (rural people travel further 

and therefore are impacted further afield) 

 More flexible subdivision rules for Ag parcels (1 outs) less restrictive in regards to  

 

 Better consultation on money items spent by parkland county (i.e. Parkland Logo) 

  

 Everyone must be treated equitably 

 Greater cooperation between jurisdictions 

 Importance of rural Crimewatch ( neighbourhood watch) 

 Community Hall Grants 

 Support and recognize our Volunteers  Volunteer recognition  different ways 

  

 Sponsor/support community groups and halls 

 Satellite County programs out to the halls 

 Hall rentals too high 

 Public Transportation to connect western/eastern P.C. 

 Important that new dev.  not  disrupt existing community 

 Provide incentives to attract/retain employment (youth) in rural areas 

 Equitable access to all educational options across P.C.  

 Community  

 Create/host community bulletin board  promoting community events 

 



COMMUNITY - MANLY 

 Promote amenities for all ages and lifestyles 

 Address regional expansion pressures 

 Must reflect proximity to rec. areas/ facilities 

 Demographics, size, place  all are important 

 Diversity of its people 

 Protect our specific communities and see their differences 

 Community events important  motivate 

 Work/live/play together 

 Common goals and interests for the betterment of everyone  

 Communication 

 Promote family oriented atmosphere 

 Things for the kids/people to do to keep busy and talk and meet 

  

 Protect our natural environment /res. 

 Rural identity   

 Gatherings/ events = bring people together 

 Diversity in our communities  - understand who is there 

 Loss of identity = loss of community 

 Involve youth, shorten the generation gap 

  

 Encourage employment within the County to live in the community 

 Interconnectivity, community association 

 Support community associations 

  Increase communication (internet, welcome wagon) 

 Activities/events to socialize 

 Better linkages between communities 

o Sub-regional linkages 

 Volunteering needs to be supported and enhances to develop increased participation 

by the community 

 Support community halls and promote activities 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - GRAMINIA 

 Better identify and promote amenities on Parkland Website 

 Take unique crops (pest crops) and make them economical ( innovative agriculture 

and  agri-business) 



 Provide proper and safe infrastructure to support the economy (i.e. roads and 

drainage) 

 Partner with rural neighbours and academic institutions to develop new economic 

areas. 

 on-

knowledge industry) alternative energy. 

  

  

 County to explore alternative energy, (solar, etc.) as a means of economic 

development. 

 Explore pa -  

 Develop an alternative energy industry (be a leader) 

 Support and promote small producers/ entrepreneurs that support the community 

 Support equitable and adequate distribution of servicing to support development 

 Parkland County to consider developing a water treatment plant in collaboration with 

 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - TOMAHAWK 

 Take advantage of urban areas  tourism/ eco-tourism/ farm tourism 

 Nothing to attract youth to continue farming 

 Balance growth 

 Fuel prices will control how we grow 

 Developing local economy to keep people on community 

 Tourism (rec. lakes) need to be taken advantage of (not developed to full potential) 

 Preserving Ag lands for Ag production  organic farms (innovative) 

  

 Protect rural character  reclamation must be competed 

 Incentives to bring business back to local communities (hamlets)  

o tax/pre-zoning/planning 

 

them. 

 Sustainable economy not economic development 

 Promote diversity  new green business/knowledge 

 Taking advantage  of proximity to urban areas  tourism(eco/ag) City slickers 

 Support farming community 

 Train Ag workers (woofers)  world-wide opportunities 



 Do not hinder private enterprise 

 Attract sustainable/responsible business 

 Concern of foreign investment  

 Retaining youth very important for a sustainable economy 

 Good transportation/internet to attract investments 

 Partnerships wit universities and colleges 

 Allow more home-  

supports/incentives  

 ensure businesses are responsible 

 Keep Res./Ind. in appropriate areas away from good Ag lands  

 Compensation required to protect farm 

 Concern about to much regulation on private industrial 

 Concern about threats to current/future ec. Dev. From urbans 

 Reclaimed land, potential for future 

  Tourism 

 Innovative 

 Incentives  tax, pre-zoning 

  

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - MANLY 

 Sustain family farms (financially and community) 

 Map and promote tourism / recreation amenities for the whole County 

 Lower taxes 

 No/low business tax 

 Something that benefits the community 

 Sustainable  

  Flexible to outside vs stability trends/markets 

  

 Exploit local opportunities 

 Rural lifestyle attracts people  economic development should not destroy this. 

 Take advantage of amenities (natural environment) 

 Tourism opportunities not developed to potential on County  

 Need to densify economic development to protect rural life style in other locations 

 Diversification required to be sustainable (30+) years 

 Competing balances 



 Municipality should facilitate and not  put road blocks in front of business -  

allow/promote innovation 

 Densify  ind/res 

 Statement #3 equated with rural lifestyle not sustainable over (30+) years rural lifestyle 

lost as adjacent to Edm  -- (Not unanimous with group) 

 Diversification: including resource extraction 

 Wise use of  natural resources development  conservation/ strict reclamation 

 Ag business must be supported in the MDP what are the Ag strengths 

o Sand 

o Gravel peat 

o Oil and gas  

 Need to take advantage of great transportation corridors hwy/rail 

 Support/promote/preserve Ag activities   

 Incentives to continue Ag activities 

 Must balance environment with economic growth 

 County must ensure proper infrastructure put in place to support Ec. Dev. (i.e. roads 

for gravel) 

 

 Prevent environmental degradation  - if so, take quick action (reclamation, etc.) 

 Green industries/Eco-tourism  great potential be adjacent to urban  areas 

 Go to other countries and learn 

 Keep industrial development in specific areas 

 What will keep people here?  need to take advantage of these opportunities 

 Doing so will allow small farms to continue to flourish. 

 Promote/assist existing businesses that are viable 

 Rec. opportunities under developed ATV use/eco-tourism 

o Devonian gardens 

o Chickakoo 

o Burtensville island/river valley 

 

corridors 

 Balance and Ec. Dev. with environment and rural lifestyle 

 

 

 



GOVERNANCE (ANOTHER WORD NEEDED) - GRAMINIA 

 Increase capacity for individuals to report enforcement infractions. 

 Increase enforcement and patrol. 

 Support Crimewatch 

 Better education on who has jurisdiction to enforce 

 Educate, protect and enforce uses on reserves (ER, MR) 

 .g.  

Monthly meetings) 

 -making  (< acronyms) 

 Increase Council to community (face to face) sessions to discuss resident concerns 

  

 External communication/advertisements/notification to be customized to the 

audience (paper , mail-outs/ internet) 

 Definition of Good Government 

 Increase Councillor to resident access/engagement (monthly meetings) 

 Enforcement of policies communicate to residents how enforcement is occurring 

(transparency) ENFORCE 

 ENFORCE POLICIES 

 Pro-active enforcement (enforce before issue occurs)  landscaping regulations 

                                                                                                  oute 

  clear, direct, simple 

 Stronger social-media presence! 

 

GOVERNANCE - TOMAHAWK 

 Employ creative alternatives to enforcement and enforcement penalties. 

 Increased intermunicipal sharing and partnerships for amenities. 

 Meaningful engagement  of residents and industry in the decision-making and policy 

process 

 Balanced and equitable decision-making process 

 Decision and policy-making that benefits residents from all parts of County (not based 

 

 Promote and build partnerships with Evansburg, Edson, Yellowhead, Lac St. Anne, 

Brazeau to enhance quality of life opportunities (school, medical, environmental, 

recreational, economical) 

 Transportation 

 Policy writing!!!  K.I.S.S   



 Proper notification of decisions made to all residents impacted (i.e. closure of roads- 

inform all people on road) 

 

need to inspect areas/ subdivisions before decisions are made) 

 Bette notification of development permit, road closures etc. to community residents 

 (signs on the road  development permit application LUB application) 

 

GOVERNANCE - MANLY 

 Improve communication 

 Transparent (budgeting and spending) 

 Engage and educate residents 

 Involve public in development process (permitted and discretionary) 

 Jurisdiction clarity (roles and resp.) 

 Too restricting in some districts , not restricting enough in others 

 Communicator  positive keep it going 

 Regional cooperation  improve the situation 

 Keep politicians accountable and motivated 

 Look at structure of MPC and SDAB so councilors are available to residents 

 Raise taxes if they will benefit residents 

  Specific levies (Ag., Road, environ) 

 User fees instead of taxes where possible 

 Bylaws that are applicable, enforceable and invest in actively fulfilling penalties 

 Website  provide better clarity on what residents can do when/where 

 Process procedure and policies that ate consistent w/visions for various sub-regions 

 rred planning tool 

 Write enforceable policies and commit to enforcement 

 Fair development process that is predictable, clear and efficient 

 

  



ENVIRONMENT - GRAMINIA 

 Preserve clean air and quietness 

 Protect sensitive environmental resources for current and future generations 

Note: Define resources in more detail  

 Prioritize environmental outcomes 

 Support wise and appropriate use of environmental resources 

 Foster and ethic of care and environmental stewardship 

 Protect groundwater recharge areas (including for wells) 

 Ensure dark skies considerations are addressed for lighting of developments 

 Ensure the protection of archaeological resources 

 Protect scenic/visual quality 

 Protect groundwater and surface water resources 

 Protect class 1,2, and 3 agricultural soils 

 Respect hazard areas, slopes, and special landforms 

 Balance development with conservation 

 Undertake responsible conservation  management vs. restrictions  allow people to 

use and enjoy the environment while working to preserve it 

 Promote understanding of land management 

 Strike balance to conserve environment while accommodating responsible 

development that respects it 

 Enforce regulations to keep the plan on track 

 Manage impacts of development (particularly industrial) on the environment and 

water quality 

 Prioritize policies that benefit wildlife and habitats as well as people 

 Manage traffic impacts such as lighting and noise to the night sky, wildlife, and air 

quality 

 Ensure surface water quality is protected  

 Ensure important groundwater recharge areas are protected 

 Make one large park reserve that can satisfy recreation needs, rather than several small 

postage stamp size reserves (e.g. using transfer of development credits, better 

management of Municipal Reserve process) 

 Engage Devonian Gardens (U of A) and/or other research institutions (Ducks 

Unlimited, NCC, etc) to conduct research and monitoring on environmentally sensitive 

lands in the County 

 Consider the use of conservation easements and other tools to conserve land (e.g. 

agricultural conservation easements) 

 Ensure the long-term protection of viable agricultural lands 



 Promote practices that support wise use of the land rather than simply protection 

-protecting) 

 Promote understanding of ecosystems and land management  users need to 

understand benefits and risks 

 Manage the impacts of weeds and other invasive species without the use of harmful 

sprays (e.g. innovative techniques such as IPM in place of conventional chemicals) 

 Mange impacts of noise, light pollution, and odours on animal habitats and adjacent 

lands 

 Ensure strict enforcement of environmental protection measures in the context of 

development activities 

 County must lead by example and provide adequate staffing for enforcement 

 Promote management of environment by development both during construction and 

in the post-construction phase 

 Restore forested areas that have been degraded 

 Ensure conservation of biodiversity using science based landscape ecology principles 

to inform policy 

 Consider cumulative effects when making planning decisions to ensure small impacts 

 

 Promote appropriate management of park reserves 

 

ENVIRONMENT  MANLY HALL 

 Promote and invest in natural amenity areas 

 Protect all ESAs identified in the ECMP 

 Ensure environmental policies do not restrict agricultural practices (e.g. how to apply 

rules and regulations to avoid negative impacts of ag practices on water, soils, etc.) 

 Preservation of agricultural land needs to be a key driver in decision-making 

 Ensure that agricultural lands that are preserved are the best quality lands 

 Capitalize on land stewardship benefits that agriculture knowledge can provide 

 Ensure agricultural activities do not negatively impact the environment 

 Understand impact of land economics on potential to preserve sensitive areas and 

agricultural lands 

 Consider impacts of incremental fragmentation of agricultural land (from 

development, roadway allowances, utility corridors, etc.) that can take it out of service 

 Consider economic impacts of environmental policies 

 Direct agricultural land protection to areas with the best/most productive soils 

 Apply environmental policies to all land types 

 Create agricultural opportunities on reclaimed lands 



 Encourage alternative forms of country residential development that preserve larger 

collective greenspaces (e.g. conservation subdivisions and cluster developments) 

 Recognize that once environmentally significant land is lost, it is gone forever 

 Ensure County follows up on environmental initiatives  d

walk away  requires ongoing stewardship 

 Create recreational areas that are appropriate to suitable land uses (opportunities on 

reclaimed lands?) 

 Direct certain activities and users into areas that are most appropriate for those 

activities 

 Develop well-connected pathway system across public and private land (e.g. England 

model) that connects environmental assets throughout County 

 Provide controlled access to natural areas/public lands that are appropriate to land 

and recreational uses  ability to see and use them will promote spirit of conservation 

 Consider a system to regulate recreational practices on public land (e.g. Ontario model 

for OHV use) 

 Consider application of user fees to access certain areas 

 Enhance and promote County recycling program expand list of acceptable 

recyclable materials 

 Promote awareness of inappropriate activities that have negative environmental 

impacts (e.g. use of burn barrels) 

 Encourage agricultural practices that promote environmental benefits/ecosystem 

services (e.g. planting milkweed that attracts butterflies) 

 Encourage responsible use and stewardship of the environment; balancing rights with 

responsibility 

 Designate significant environmental areas for protection and scientific/academic 

research (e.g. the river valley systems; riparian setbacks) 

 Preserve areas of visual significance 

 Buffer extractive industries to protect visual and ecological value 

 

and vulnerability map needed to capture ecological value across the entire system) 

 Promote lifestyle benefits of an ecosystem as an economic development strategy 

(package of ecosystem amenities that support community economic development 

and quality of life) 

 Consider value of subregional areas against unique ecosystem amenities (create 

ecologically based community types) 

 Structure conservation and development around ecological linkages and patches (e.g. 

cluster development) 

 Use landscape ecology principles to inform overall planning and growth 



 Use MR and ER strategically to support and build upon continuous systems of 

ecological value rather than isolated parcels 

 Conduct watershed mapping to support planning grounded in watershed values 

 Protect valuable environmental resources 

 Identify areas of environmental impact in the County and lobby higher levels of 

government to address 

 Consider better control of emissions from industry to mitigate environmental impacts 

 Ensure better integration and collaboration between municipalities, the County, the 

Province, and the Federal government on issues that impact County residents 

 Consider broad context of environmental issues, such as connectivity 

 Consider alternative power solutions 

 Explore fines for littering and other inappropriate activities  enforcement is key 

 Build on recycling program to expand the types of recyclable materials accepted 

 Limit development close to ESAs 

 Learn from leading jurisdictions on sustainable environmental practices (e.g. European 

models) 

 Preserve the environmental character of the County 

 Development should be wide open, but done consistently with environmental 

policies, procedures, and tools (e.g. biophysical impact assessments) and respecting 

advice from professionals and environmental specialists 

 Listen to the community 

  

 Explore opportunities for sustainable reuse  and material disposal- reduce the amount 

of material going to landfills 

 Consult experts at appropriate times 

 

ENVIRONMENT - TOMAHAWK 

 Access management in environmental areas bases on environmental sensitivity / 

significance 

 Educate residents to be stewards of environmentally significant areas (increased 

resident / community stewardship) 

 Protect surface and groundwater resources  especially in relation to oil and gas 

industry 

 Ensure that extractive industries follow regulations and that rules are enforced 

 Ensure that policies and regulations do not negatively impact landowners without 

compensation; consider impacts to landowners when developing environmental 

policy 



 Ensure that landowner knowledge is sought out and informs environmental policy 

 Ensure transparency of industry environmental practices and compliance with 

regulations 

 Move to incentive-based approaches to address concerns about regulation and 

promote conservation 

 Ensure sustainable resource development (mining/extraction) to preserve the 

resource base for future generations 

 Explore synergies among industries (eco-industrial development; industries 

share/make us  

 Explore feasibility of alternative energy 

 Be innovative in environmental thinking (e.g. cooling ponds as sources of wind 

energy?) 

 Plan for the long term  consider impacts on future generations 

 Ensure reclamation is to original state/pre-development conditions 

 Ensure that environmental policy is not solely focused on conserving environmental 

resources, but rather promotes improvement of overall environmental values of the 

County 

 Where possible, tailor environmental policy and practices to local conditions and 

needs, versus broad-based application of provincial-level policies 

 Manage entire County with view that watershed are protected 

 Ensure County follows the same environmental considerations as required by private 

landowners (e.g. County road construction) - transparency 

 Establish policies and procedures that conserve the important environmental assets, 

but also aim to reclaim and rehabilitate lands in distress 

 Lobby the Federal/provincial governments for funding and incentives for 

environmental protection 

 Ensure that incentives are available for private landowners for water resource 

management and enhancing habitat values (e.g. subsidized tree planting, tax credits 

for conservation) 

 Promote environmental education in schools 

 Promote knowledge of County land use activities and locations (transparency), as well 

as emergency response plans 

 Ensure sustainable resource development (gravel, coal, oil, gas, biomass) 

 Direct development away from ESAs 

 Promote connectivity between natural areas, wildlife habitat, and protection of water 

bodies 

 

 



 Safeguard groundwater resources and aquifers 

 Protect landowner rights to groundwater/well water. Water is not a commodity 

 No development applications should be accepted/approved until applicable AESRD 

processes/reviews are complete (e.g. Leduc County) 

 Promote incentives for individual land stewardship that encourage residents to 

become environmental stewards - provide with knowledge, tools, and incentives 

 Promote environmental education for children and youth 

 Enhance/improve municipal garbage disposal program; make more accessible and 

easy to be a part of; also as means to avoid illegal dumping 

 Ensure that agri-tourism is environmentally-friendly 

 Adopt a balanced approach to environmental conservation 

 Promote coordination and knowledge-sharing among neighbouring counties and 

other municipalities 

 Promote progressive models of environmental management  (e.g. PEI ALUS program) 

 Reconsider weed management program in the County (e.g. NO chemicals. Consider 

alternative methods to weed control such as IPM. Involve youth and volunteers)  


