
DEPART
4:15 p.m.
5:42 p.m.
5:55 p.m.
7:25 p.m.

ARRIVE
5:54 a.m.
6:40 a.m.
7:31 a.m.
8:15 a.m.

ACHESON ZONE 3

Route 562
Effective February 13, 2017
Monday – Friday only 
(excludes statutory holidays)
Fares: $6.00 cash, $50.00 - 10 tickets, $130.00 monthly pass
*Subject to change

HIGHWAY 16A

DEPART
7:02 a.m.
7:46 a.m.

ARRIVE
4:45 p.m.
6:12 p.m.

U OF A
SOUTH CAMPUS

DEPART
5:40 a.m.
6:26 a.m.
7:17 a.m.
8:01 a.m.

ARRIVE
4:33 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:13 p.m.
7:43 p.m.

WEST EDMONTON
MALL

communicator
PARKLAND

To find out more on what’s happening in  
Parkland County, follow us or visit parklandcounty.com

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED BY

WINTER 2017

QUESTIONS, CONCERNS  
AND/OR COMMENTS?

Contact Us
 

53109A HWY 779, PARKLAND COUNTY, AB CANADA T7Z 1R1 T. 780.968.8888 F. 780.968.8413 TF: 1.888.880.0858

Snow Removal 
Priorities

Municipal 
Development Plan 
Refresh

It's an  
Election Year!

Message from  
the Mayor

New Cottage 
Industry Bylaw

New Business 
Directory

With a New Year comes a new political and economic 
landscape. Parkland County must be decisive and 
proactive as we navigate the economic downturn 
that brought on the drop in the price of oil and gas 
and changes to the Municipal Government Act. 
There are challenges ahead, but there are also many 
opportunities.

In order to capitalize on these opportunities, 
Parkland County is revising its Municipal 
Development Plan (MDP), the guiding statutory plan 
that frames our strategic growth and development. 
These revisions will incorporate a coordinated and 
systematic approach for future land use, growth 
patterns and infrastructure systems. We will also 

update our Integrated Community Sustainability Plan (ICSP) - a long-term plan ensuring 
Parkland County’s long-term sustainability by taking into consideration and balancing 
environmental, cultural, social and economic factors. Both plans will be developed with 
extensive consultation with all County stakeholders.

Parkland County’s success cannot occur in a vacuum.  Regional partnerships are more 
essential now than ever. One such regional partnership, the Capital Region Board (CRB), 
has been running for nearly a decade, mandating 25 municipalities to participate in 
regional planning. The responsibilities of the Board have been expanded to include land 
use planning, coordinating services for new growth, and regional service delivery. 

Moving forward, we are confident by developing our MDP and ICSP, our short and long 
term strategic goals will be successful. The future prosperity of our region and our ability 
to ride the waves of a changing economy is dependent on working together while 
maintaining the autonomy of our individual communities. We must work together to 
seek out opportunities to capitalize on projects that will benefit us both individually, and 
as a region.

  For more information, go to parklandcounty.com/metromayors

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR - 
WHAT'S AHEAD FOR 2017

Sustainable 
Communities

New transit route coming to Acheson! 
Did you know that Route 562 now connects Acheson Industrial Area Zone 3 
to West Edmonton Mall and University of Alberta South Campus? Parkland 
County Council approved the agreement with Spruce Grove and Edmonton 
Transit in December 2016.

The new route uses brand new Spruce Grove buses to deliver the service. 
These buses have a unique look and offer more comfortable seats. The 
bus stop is located at the Zone 3 message sign on Acheson Road. The new 
schedule is shown in the image to the right.

Council has approved a shuttle service to support transit in Acheson and 
expands the service area to include Acheson Zone 5. The shuttle will deliver 
transit riders (at no additional cost to the rider) to and from the bus stops to 
any businesses in Acheson Zones 1 – 5. 

Stay tuned to the website for more information:  
www.parklandcounty.com/transit

Letters will be sent to all property owners informing them of the new 
and existing routes, the shuttle operation, and the estimated 2017 Public 
Transportation Utility Fee for each lot.

For more information, contact Erin Felker, Transit 
Coordinator at 780-968-8888 ext 8107 or 
efelker@parklandcounty.com.

Mayor Rod Shaigec Find Local Businesses!
 
Are you looking for a Parkland County business? It is now easier than ever to connect 
with local businesses through the new online business directory.  Residents can search 
for businesses online and receive access to information about local businesses on the 
County’s website (directory.parklandcounty.com).

The new directory connects residents and visitors to a searchable listing of local 
businesses that operate in Parkland County. Residents can search over 2,000 businesses 
and organizations registered in the directory by business name, category, location or 
keyword. 

The business directory is based on information collected through Parkland County’s 
Approval to Operate registration system. This provides detailed information on the 
business and helps localize the content of the database. Additionally, local businesses are 
able to create accounts as well as add and update their listing.  

Whether you're looking for local attractions, services, trade contractors, restaurants, or 
local artisans you will be able to find it on the Parkland County Business Directory.

If you’re a business in Parkland County, you can easily register or update your business 
information.  As a business owner you will have the capability of managing your business 
profile by completing your Approval to Operate application. 

               For more information, email businessdirectory@parklandcounty.com 

Parkland County is looking for a vendor 
to sell transit passes in Acheson!

Call 780-968-8888 ext. 8107 if your 
business is interested!
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SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES

Interactive Guide
The Interactive Guide to Waterfront Living, an animated video series 
that explains how waterfront residents can lower their impact on 
our waterbodies. Completion of the guide and the quiz will earn you 
a free copy of the On the Living Edge book. The guide covers many 
topics including:

•  Shorelines   •  The Buffer Zone

•  Construction Projects •  Septic Systems

•  Shoreline Landscaping •  Erosion

•  Shoreline Access  •  Whose Shoreline Is It?

Naturalization on  
Parkland County Public Lands
Many recreational parks in Parkland County are near lakes and rivers 
and provide a wide range of recreational opportunities for residents, 
allowing them to enjoy the diversity of the County’s natural space. 
Parkland County is working to improve the natural features within 
our parks by initiating a community-led naturalization project at the 
Jackfish Lake Day Use area. 

Operating these parks involves a balance between providing 
recreational spaces for various activities while maintaining the health 
and native vegetation of these landscapes. For many of the lakefront 
parks, maintaining and enhancing native vegetation can improve 
the ecological function of the area by preventing excess nutrients 
from entering lakes, reducing soil erosion and sedimentation, and 
providing important habitat for a wide variety of wildlife. 

Naturalization is the process of allowing native vegetation to regrow 
(either naturally or through plantings) on previously disturbed lands 
to improve natural features. With the Jackfish Lake naturalization 
project, one aspect of the project being proposed is to naturalize the 
underutilized grass areas by planting native trees, shrubs, and forbs, 
and through seeding native grasses. The project will also naturalize 
the drainage channel by planting willows and other water loving 
shrubs or grasses to reduce the potential for erosion during heavy 
rainstorms. 

The benefits of this project include:

•  creating of wildlife habitat,

•  improving the ecological health of the surrounding landscape 

•   creating a more enjoyable experience for residents and visitors 
to the park. 

•   reducing the costs of upkeep for activities such as mowing the 
turf and maintenance of structures such as riprap and dredged 
canals.

The project is intended to be a community-led project with 
participation of residents and community groups, including the 
Jackfish Lake Management Association. Public engagement to solicit 
input from residents and other interested parties is scheduled for 
March 2017.

               Please go to calendar.parklandcounty.com for date and location details. 

Be sure to check out these videos at  
www.parklandcounty/com/waterfrontliving  
or on the Parkland County YouTube channel.

Did You Know?
Did you know Parkland County has highlighted areas throughout 
the County with the greatest potential for ecological improvement 
for the Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS) program?

After surveying a variety of landscape criteria (historical loss of 
wetlands, slope, etc.), stakeholders determined the best areas where 
ALUS could help agricultural producers with developing and funding 
their projects.

This information was compiled and a map was made to provide 
the targeting tool for ALUS. Starting in 2017, Parkland County 
will use this tool to assist farmers in providing ecosystem service 
enhancements on the private landscape.

               For details or to see how you can enroll your project contact the ALUS Coordinator at  
 780-968-8888 ext. 8286 or email at alus@parklandcounty.com

Businesses Agricultural
Producers

Residents Youth
(18 to 30 years old)

Schools

For more information, or to enter your nomination for any of these categories, go to 

www.parklandcounty.com/sustainabilityawards

Do you do your part to contribute to a sustainable community? Know someone who 
does? Parkland County invites you to nominate them for a Sustainability Award. The 
Awards Gala will be held during Environment Week in June and the award categories 
are as follows:

Let’s recognize those in our County who make a significant contribution to our 
future sustainability! 
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Are you thinking about starting a new small business in Parkland County? Or are you a 
current business owner looking to grow or develop your business further? The process can 
be daunting but we’re looking at making changes to our Land Use Bylaw to make it easier.  

Rural/small businesses can be restricted by land use districts and regulations when applying for 
development permits and sometimes have to apply for multiple permits to operate. Parkland 
County staff is proposing to amend the Land Use Bylaw by adding a new “cottage industry” land 
use type and regulations in agricultural and country residential districts. 

This amendment will allow for a more diverse range of creative, rural cottage businesses to 
obtain permits within the County, even if they are not located in traditional commercial districts. 

The Cottage Industry permit will make it easier for current rural businesses to expand. For 
example, under the current bylaw, a gift shop on a farm cannot get a permit to have an indoor 
café due to land use rules. With the proposed changes a gift shop on a farm could get a “Cottage 
Industry” permit for a new indoor café. 

The proposed change may also streamline the permit process. If a rural business has multiple 
services, they may have to get several permits, like a “horticultural” or “home based business” 
permit, etc. Under the proposed cottage industry, the business may be able to apply for one 
blanket permit under the proposed Cottage Industry change. 

Parkland County is continually looking at creative and innovative ways to make it easier for 
residents to start or expand their small business and support business development. 

 For more information please contact Feinan Long, Development Planner Parkland County   
flong@parklandcounty.com or  780 968-8888 ext.8381

NEW COTTAGE INDUSTRY BYLAW

MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN UPDATE - 
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU
Parkland County is refreshing its Municipal Development Plan (MDP). The MDP is the 
County’s “blueprint” for future growth over the next 30 years.  

The County’s current MDP was approved in 2007. The new MDP needs to reflect our 
community’s needs and comply with provincial regulations and policies. 

The County’s MDP update will continue over the next few months and be completed 
by Fall 2017. As part of the MDP project, we want to hear from residents and 
stakeholders.

We want to hear from you!

Come learn about the Municipal Development Plan and why it is important to you! 
You are invited to participate in future engagement sessions to help shape the new 
MDP.

    Open Houses will be booked shortly with dates posted in local newspapers and on the  
   project website at www.parklandcounty.com/MDP2017. 

With the spring thaw already underway, it is important to take extreme precautions 
when enjoying recreational activities on frozen bodies of water. Here is what you 
need to do in case the ice underneath your feet breaks.

1.   The shock of hitting the cold water will be considerable, keep breathing and remain 
calm. Turn in the direction from which you came. It’s probably the area with the 
strongest ice.

2.  Get as much of your body as you can up onto the edge.

3.  Do not get out yet. Let as much water as possible drain from your clothing.

4.   If you have anything that might help you dig into the surface, use it to grip the ice 
and pull yourself forward. Some people carry dowels with nails in them for just this 
eventuality.

5.   Kick your feet as though you were swimming, and pull yourself up. Once on the ice 
surface, do not stand up.

6.   Stay flat, roll away from the hole and then crawl on your belly until you reach solid 
ice. This decreases the possibility of your breaking through the ice again.

HOW TO SURVIVE A FALL THROUGH ICE

DRAFT
JAN-MAR 2017

The County will draft MDP 
policies and meet with 
adjacent municipalities, First 
Nations and Métis Groups 

REVIEW
MAR-APR 2017

Residents will be invited to 
provide feedback and 
share their thoughts on the 
draft policies

REFINE
APR 2017

Using feedback from 
stakeholders and residents, 
the County will refine the 
draft policiesSHARE

APR-MAY 2017

The MDP policies will be 
presented to residents for 
review and comment

The MDP will be brought in 
front of County Council and 
the Capital Region Board for 
approval and adoption

REFRESHING THE MUNICIPAL 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN (MDP) 

FINALIZE
JUN-SEP 2017

Parkland County and Parkland County  
Libraries have teamed up with Telus to supply  
Wi-Fi hubs to our rural libraries. 

The Keephills, Duffield, Tomahawk and Entwistle 
libraries will each have two hubs available to be signed 
out for two weeks at a time. 

For more information, email bscully@parklandcounty.
com or contact your local rural library:

DUFFIELD 
(780) 892-2644 
duffieldlibrary@yrl.ab.ca

ENTWISTLE 
(780) 727-3811 
entwistlelibrary@yrl.ab.ca

KEEPHILLS 
(780) 731-0000 
keephillslibrary@yrl.ab.ca

TOMAHAWK 
(780) 339-3935 
tomahawklibrary@yrl.ab.ca

This exciting new 
program will  

be fully in place  
by March.



4 W I N T E R  2 0 1 7  |  P A R K L A N D  C O M M U N I C A T O R

WHAT'S NEW AT PARKLAND COUNTY   
PUBLIC LIBRARIES

Parkland County Libraries have branches located 
at Duffield, Keephills, Entwistle, and Tomahawk. 
Read on for some exciting programs and services.

Need a hand to prepare your tax return? 
Volunteers from Parkland County Libraries can 
help you prepare your income tax and benefit 
return if you have low income and a simple tax 
situation. Visit a library in March or April to learn 
more about this free service, or visit  
www.pcmlibraries.ab.ca. 

Homebound Service: Do you love the library but 
are unable to visit us in person due to age or a 
medical condition? Our Homebound Service will 
bring library materials directly to you.  
Email adaum.pclibraries@yrl.ab.ca or call  
780-962-2003 ext. 270 to find out more. 

Eligibility: Residents of Parkland County who are unable to visit the 
library in person (due to illness, injury, age, disability or other physical 
limitations). 

PARKLAND COUNTY SNOW REMOVAL PRIORITIES

Discover Parkland, your interactive mapping application, has gone through an 
upgrade! The applications is not only faster, but features additional data, new 
tools and added functionality.

If you are interested in learning more about Discover Parkland and how to use 
this incredible tool, the County will be offering FREE training sessions in Council 
Chambers at the Parkland County Office, at the following dates and times:

March 15: 3 – 4 p.m. or 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. 

March 16: 10 – 11 a.m.

 Registration is limited so please email GIS@parklandcounty.com to register. 
 http://maps.parklandcounty.com/discoverparkland/ 
 https://www.parklandcounty.com/Maps

Parkland County Public Works Department is responsible for the removal of snow on all 
Public County roads.  The County is responsible for 1,250 km of gravelled local roads and 
800 kilometres of asphalt surfaced roads.  To adequately maintain this significant road 
network a priority system has been developed to provide service to the greatest number  
of motorists.

 
Major Snowfall
During a major snowfall event the following order of priority for snow removal is used:

1.   Arterial Roads

2.   Collector Roads

3.   Local and Subdivision Roads

4.   Community Halls and Churches

During a heavy snowstorm where there is an urgency to clear the main roads quickly, the 
snow plow operator may leave a “ridge” in front of some approach roads. Though avoided if 
at all possible and cleared as soon as practical, this is occasionally a part of winter life.

The ridges could be minimized if residents ensure any snow cleared from their driveways is 
placed on the right hand side of the approach as they are exiting their property.

In most circumstances the main road system can be plowed in three days after a snowfall 
stops, however the type, depth and intensity of snowstorm can alter the goal. Snow ridges 
would be removed after the road system is completed.

Minor Snowfall
If snowfall amounts do not seriously hinder motorists another strategy has been adopted 
for snow removal.

1.   Critical Area or Roads Requiring Special Attention

2.   Arterial Roads

3.   Collector Roads

4.   Local and Subdivision Roads

5.   Community Halls and Churches

NOTE:  Primary highways fall under the Province’s control. Inquiries regarding these roads should be directed to Alberta 
Transportation or the local highway maintenance contractor.

 If you have concerns or work requests related to snow removal, please call Parkland County Public   
 Works Department during regular working hours at 780-968-8448.

Please visit www.parklandcounty.com/elections for resources and 
information as we approach the 2017 Municipal Election. 

Potential candidates are required to register with Parkland County by 
visiting the website's Campaign Registry page before accepting campaign 
contributions or using their own funds in excess of $10,000.

IT'S AN ELECTION YEAR!

VISIT WITH PAUL BAND COUNCIL

In February, Parkland County Council had a chance to meet with the newly elected 
Paul Band Council. 

Pictured from left are Parkland County Div. 5 Councillor John McNab, Parkland County Div. 
3 Councillor Phyllis Kobasiuk, Paul Band Councillor Carl Bird, Paul Band Councillor Faron 
Bull, Paul Band Chief Arthur Rain, Parkland County Div. 6 Councillor Tracey Melnyk, and 
Paul Band Councillor Russell Bird.


