Parkland County - Executive Summary
Community Public Information Session Feedback

Parkland County residents were invited to participate in the April 12, 18, and 19 Municipal Development Plan (MDP) Public Information Sessions held at Clymont, Entwistle and Blueberry Hall. During the public information sessions, participants had the opportunity to learn about the six policy groups the County is focusing on strategically – agricultural, residential, environmental, recreational, industrial and commercial and future growth development. Through the group discussions, County Council members in attendance, the Administration, the Community Review Panel (CRP) and Team ISL were able to gather important insights around the main concerns and ideas of residents. The following information lists the areas that are of concern we posed and the feedback we received from the attendees:
Agricultural Development

Participants revealed a strong desire to preserve high quality farmland stating that high quality land be strictly used for agricultural use and development.  Ways suggested to accomplish this would be to restrict residential, commercial and industrial development on or near high quality land and for the County to work together with farmers, such as creating incentives, to preserve high quality land. Participants also revealed a desire to encourage a variety of farms and activities including developing additional small agricultural operations and hobby farms and prohibiting or restricting intense agriculture and overdevelopment.  
Residential Development
Participants revealed a strong desire for residential development that is restricted to less productive agricultural lands located at a distance from agricultural lands.  Ways suggested to accomplish this would be to create minimum distances from which residential lands exist in relation to agricultural lands, to clearly indicate locations where future residential developments may or may not be situated and to keep new subdivisions compact in order to preserve natural areas.   

Environmental Development
Participants revealed a strong desire to preserve and protect environmentally sensitive areas such as water, wetlands, air and land. Ways suggested to accomplish this would be to provide public education and awareness on environmental issues, promote ecologically sensitive areas, create development restrictions, provide tax and development incentives and improve regulations and supervision of specified polluting resource industries.  

Recreational Development

Participants revealed a strong desire to develop additional trails, facilities and parks for recreational use. Ways suggested to accomplish this would be to provide separate trails, parks and facilities for various recreational activities such as walking, quading, camping, playing sports, and biking and by restricting or prohibiting ATV use in parks and on trails. 

Industrial & Commercial Development

Participants revealed a desire to restrict industrial and commercial development to designated areas on less productive land with poor quality soil that are segregated from residential areas. Participants also indicated that industrial and commercial developments keep pollution at a minimum. Ways to accomplish this would be to place restrictions on land use that allow industrial and commercial developments to be segregated from residential and natural areas and emissions be monitored to maintain a low level of land, air, water and noise pollution.
Future Growth & Development

Participants revealed a strong desire for future growth and development that reflects the growth rates and needs of the community. Ways suggested to accomplish this is to encourage an innovative, common sense, well planned, efficient and fair approach to developing future growth and development strategies. 

Other Land Uses

Participants revealed a strong desire to protect and conserve natural areas from vandalism and pollution created by developers and off-road vehicles and their operators. Ways suggested to accomplish this is to increase surveillance, place restrictions or a ban on off-road vehicle use and require developers to preserve natural areas. Participants also revealed a strong opposition to policy EN-0017, stating that the policy is unfair as it places too high a financial burden on landowners and the policy needs to be altered. Ways suggested to accomplish this is to reduce the cost to landowners for access to land, develop more flexible payment options and County taxes paying for 100 per cent of road construction. 
