
Parkland County would like to wish all of 
our residents a Happy New Year! 

 

Parkland County Council and Executive Administration: 
Back Row: (left to right) Councillor Darrell Hollands, 

Division 4; Rob McGowan, GM Infrastructure Services; 
Al McCully, GM Community Services; Pat Vincent, 

CAO.  Second Row: (left to right) Councillor Clifford 
Goerz, Division 3; Randy Dubord, GM Corporate 

Services; Councillor Jo Szady, Division 1; Councillor Ken 
Darby, Division 5. Seated:  (left to right) Councillor 
Tracey Melnyk, Division 6; Mayor Rob Wiedeman; 

Councillor Pat Brennan, Division 2.  
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contracts, new staff hires, 

new projects, potential 

escalating costs in some 

areas, and where we 

wanted to be in relation 

to the overall tax rate in 

the region for both 

residential and 

commercial tax rates. 

In the end the most 

important issue is the 

impact to you, our 

taxpayers. 

The overall budget means 

a residential tax increase 

of 1.86 %. I would 

anticipate that this will be 

one of the lowest tax 

increases in the region.  

 

(Continued on page 2) 

tŀǊƪƭŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 2010 

budget was passed on 

December 8/09. The 

budget is one of the most 

important items that your 

council deals with, and it 

ultimately affects you. 

The budget sets the 

direction for revenue and 

spending over the next 

year. It gives staff an idea 

of the funds they have to 

provide services and stays 

in line with the strategic 

direction that Council has 

set for Parkland County. 

This year council was 

mindful that we are in a 

recession, however, we 

still need to continue 

providing the core 

services that you expect 

as a resident. We also 

needed to ensure that 

major projects planned in 

2009, or before, are 

funded properly so that 

they can proceed in 

2010.  As well,  we took 

into consideration the 

state of the Province of 

Alberta's finances, and 

since we are dependent 

on them for several 

million dollars in grants, 

we have budgeted with 

that in mind.  

At several meetings, 

Council informed  

administration of our 

budget objectives and 

directed staff to be very 

conservative. Areas of 

concern were union 

Message f rom the Mayor 

Photography Contest 

Hey, Parkland!  

Show us your county!  
 

We want to see Parkland 

County through the eyes 

of our residents and invite 

you to submit photos as 

part of the 2009-2010 

Parkland County 

Photography Contest! 

Over the next few 

months, we are looking 

for photos that may be 

used in future Parkland 

County publications.  

All Parkland County 

residents ς adult and 

youth ς are invited to 

participate in the 

Parkland County 

Photography Contest! 

The photography contest 

runs from December 1, 

2009 to November 30, 
(Continued on page 3) 

Special points of interest: 
 

Year to date (as of November 2009),  
Parkland County issued: 

Á 629 residential building permits 
Á 672 industrial, commercial, and 
institutional building permits 
Á 1544 electrical, gas, plumbing, and private 
sewage permits 
Á 487 residential and industrial/commercial 
development permits 

 

Year to date Parkland County Enforcement 
statistics (as of December 2009): 

1. Total Complaints: 3,776 (some examples) 
Á animal protection act ς 100 
Á fire bylaw ς 118 
Á off-highway vehicle ς 222 
Á gravel industry related ς 58 
Á nuisance & unsightly ς 65 
Á Criminal code offense ς 48 (these are 
incidents we encounter during a traffic 
stop and are turned over to the RCMP, 
such as impaired drivers) 

 
2. Violation Tickets: 3,044 

These range from traffic tickets to bylaw 
tickets. Some examples: 
Á Disqualified drivers ς 19 
Á Twenty-four hours suspension  - 19 
Á Overweight trucks ς 16 
 

3. Animals Adopted ς 130 
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Message f rom the Mayor 

ATTENTION FARMERS!  
 
Alberta 

Agriculture  

and Rural 

Development 

invites YOU to a one day session 

for experienced producers to 

learn about market channels. Are 

you currently selling your food 

products locally? Thinking about 

accessing new clients?  

 

There is a lot to be explored:  

V Community Supported 

Agriculture 

V Restaurants  

V On-line sales  

V Home delivery service  

V Farmers markets/  

Mobile markets 

V Farm direct on-farm stores  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

Date: Thursday,  

 February 4, 2010 

Time: 9 am ς 3 pm 

Location: Parkland County 

 Services Building, 

 Training Room 

 

There is no charge for attending. 

 

For more information, or to reserve, 

please contact Dominika Pekarova at  

780-968-8888 or visit the county 

website www.parklandcounty.com. 
Growing forward website: 

www.growingforward.alberta.ca. 
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Expand.. .Local  
Foods, Local   
Markets 

There are several reasons for this: 

Á We have a council that not only looks at 

the present, but is planning for the 

future. Proper planning will ultimately 

reduce costs later. 

Á Our County staff are dedicated to 

providing the best services for your tax 

dollars; remember many of them are tax 

payers too and they want to see 

Parkland County prosper. 

Á Fiscal planning in Parkland County has 

been outstanding and our 

administration has always, and 

continues to provide professional and 

sound advice to council. 

Á Council is dedicated to Economic 

Development, which is the backbone of 

any community. Development 

contributes to the county financially 

through property taxes and provides 

jobs for our residents. Councils most 

important goal is to reduce the need for 

Residential Property taxes by increasing 

Economic Development in the form of 

sustainable business attraction 

throughout Parkland County. A simple 

ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘΣ ƳŀȅōŜΣ ōǳǘ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƛǘΩǎ 

one that is all to often overlooked until 

it is too late. 

 

Not all municipal tax rates are the same. 

Beware of comparing taxes with 

surrounding municipalities. Some 

municipalities, in addition to charging 

property taxes also charge a franchise fee 

on their utility bills. Parkland County does 

not do this.  

Another way that Parkland County keeps 

ǘŀȄŜǎ ƭƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ 

philosophy is that all utilities provided by 

the County should be paid for by the 

users. Domestic water, for example, is not 

available to most residents so, unlike 

some municipalities that charge all 

residents for utilities they may or may not 

receive, only the users pay the operating 

costs in Parkland County. Another 

philosophy that saves millions of dollars to 

tax payers, is that new growth should not 

impact existing residents financially. All 

new developments must fund internal 

roads (including paving), and 

infrastructure prior to being allowed to 

subdivide. If utilities like water and sewer 

are readily available those subdivisions 

must hook up to them at their cost.      

What's next? 

Next spring Council will 

set the tax rate and adjust 

the budget if needed, this 

will determine your final 

tax rate. Final budget adjustments are 

necessary to account for revenue and 

expenses that are not known when 

developing the 2010 budget. Some of 

these revenues and expenses include 

confirmation of grants from the Province 

of Alberta, changes to union contracts, 

rates of inflation, etc.  The Province does 

not set their budget until later in 2010 so 

we need to wait for them in order to 

finalize our budget. In addition, the 

property tax bill that you receive in May 

will also have a separate charge for school 

taxes; this does not have anything to do 

with Parkland County. The school tax rate 

is set by the Province, Parkland County is 

responsible for collecting the money and 

forwarding it to the Province. 

I hope you are happy with the direction 

Parkland County is headed. I look forward 

to your suggestions and comments on the 

budget and throughout the year. I would 

like to thank those of you that presented 

your ideas and suggestions with regard to 

the 2010 budget. I would also like to thank 

the staff and council that worked hard to 

bring forward a responsible budget. 

 

 

 

Rob Wiedeman, Mayor 

(Continued from page 1) 



Counci l lor  Darby 
Recognized  

A presentation at the 

AAMDC's Fall 2009 

Convention recognized the 

achievements of this year's 

graduates from the Alberta 

Elected Officials Education 

Program (EOEP). Graduating 

involves successfully 

completing seven EOEP 

classes and requires a 

significant dedication of both 

time and effort. Certificates of 

Achievement were presented 

to four AAMDC members, 

including Councillor Darby, in 

recognition of their 

commitment to improving the 

quality of municipal 

government.  Six individual 

members from the AUMA 

also graduated.  

The EOEP was launched as a 

joint effort between the 

AAMDC and the AUMA In the 

fall of 2006 with support from 

Alberta Municipal Affairs. 

Since that time, 17 courses 

have been offered In 

communities across Alberta-

from Grande Prairie to 

Lethbridge. The EOEP's 

mandate is to provide 

municipal elected officials an 

opportunity to broaden their 

knowledge and skills raising 

the quality of municipal 

government and enabling 

those in office to effectively 

meet their communities goals. 

Congratulations on your 

achievement Councillor Darby!  

Page 3  Parkland Communicator 

Photography Contest 

2010. The contest is broken down into four 

phases representing the different seasons. At 

the end of each phase, submissions will be 

judged and winners selected and announced 

with the launch of the next phase. 

 

PRIZES:  At the end of each phase, 

three photographs will be 

selected for a prize package 

valued at $250 each. At the 

end of the contest, the 

twelve winning photographs 

will be used in a special edition 

Parkland County Calendar. 

We are looking for your photos now! 

Phase 1:  December 1, 2009 ς February 21, 

2010 - άtŀǊƪƭŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ς A Wonder in 

²ƛƴǘŜǊέΦ 

 

Winter lends itself to beautiful imagery, from 

the colourful lights at Christmas time, horse-

drawn sleighs across an open field, to winter 

sports such as cross country skiing through 

trails in Chickakoo Lake.  A simple blanket of 

fresh snow across a hilled landscape can 

create a sense of peace and serenity.   

We are looking for your winter-

themed photos in the following 

categories: 

Animals and Nature 

Landscape 

Parks and Tourism 

Sport and Recreation 

Celebration 

Miscellaneous 

  

Full contest details and entry forms are available at 

Parkland County Centre, on our website at 

www.parklandcounty.com, or by email request to  

photos@parklandcounty.com. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Animal  Shel ter Fees and Hours 

 
When a dog is impounded in our Facility, the Dog Owner is 

charged $10.00 + GST for each day that their dog remains 

in our Shelter.  Effective January, 1, 2010, these fees are 

increasing to $20.00 + GST per day.  Please be responsible 

and ensure that your Dog is licensed and wearing their tag  

at all times. 

Also, please be advised that our Shelter will be adjusting 

its hours of operation effective January 1, 2010. 

 

 

Visit www.parklandcounty.com > Departments & 

Services > Emergency Services > Animal Control 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘΥ  

Á Gallery of found animals and pets for adoption 

Á Cold weather protection for dogs and cats 

Á Tips and Tricks 

Á Answers to Frequently Asked Questions  

Animal Shelter Hours 

Monday 1:00 τ 4:30 pm 

Tuesday 1:00 τ 4:30 pm 

Wednesday 1:00 τ 7:00 pm 

Thursday 1:00 τ 7:00 pm 

Friday 1:00 τ 4:30 pm 

Saturday 2:00 τ 6:00 pm 

Sunday CLOSED 

*These hours are subject to change without notice*  

mailto:photos@parklandcounty.com

